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UNVEILING OF LONSDALE STATUE

Sarah Doyle

Communications &
Media Relations
Shawnigan Lake School
Unveiling of Lonsdale Statue
Kicks Off Centennial Era
On October 26th, 2013, an
eight-foot tall, “larger-thanlife” sculpture of Shawnigan
Lake School’s Founder and
first Headmaster, Christopher
Windley (C.W.) Lonsdale, was
unveiled during the School’s
Founder’s Day celebrations.
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“As I look at this magnificent
statue - all eight feet of it - I

feel more than ever that our
Founder was something of a
giant in the world of education, and I remain very
proud to be upholding his
legacy,” said Shawnigan›s
current Headmaster, David
Robertson.
Shawnigan will celebrate
its one hundredth birthday in
2016. As part of the build up
to the Centennial year, a statue of the Founder was commissioned and partly funded
by a group of alumni, led by
Stuart Milbrad ’48, John Burr
’49 and Francois Elmaleh

’53, all students during Mr.
Lonsdale’s tenure at Shawnigan (1916-1952). It wasn›t
hard to convince the School
that a statue of the Founder
was a natural tribute to the
man whose vision and determination continues to play a
profound role in Shawnigan›s
near-century of success.
Excerpt from remarks made
by Phil Jarvis, Director of the
Shawnigan Centennial, at the
statue’s unveiling:
“As Director of the Shawnigan Centennial, I am pleased to

Advertise in the

welcome you all today to honour our
Founder. It is just 26 months before
the Centennial year of this school
he built out of a rain forest. The
motto of the Shawnigan Centennial is Building on Strength. Mr.
Lonsdale’s life and work embodied
this phrase.”
“The playwright Lanford Wilson once wrote, ‘Whatever you
do in your career make it matter,
make it count.’
Looking around us today, we
can see that Charles Windley
Lonsdale certainly achieved that.
And we are gathered at an appro-

priate location for the Statue close
to the new Learning Commons
and the Founder›s Study, then flanked
by the Alumni garden, which was so
graciously created a few years ago by
John and Katharine Burr.”
Guests at the unveiling included: statue donors; alumni;
Board Members and faculty (both present and past),
and many members of the
Founder’s extended family, including his granddaughter, Susan Birch, who traveled from the south of
England to be in attendance.
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WE ENCOURAGE YOU TO SEND US LETTERS…
The Focus will publish your thoughts on Shawnigan issues: bouquets you
would like to offer to special people; things that strike you as funny;
challenges you want our civic leaders to consider; and/or ideas that
would better our community. Letters to the Editor must be accompanied
by the author’s full name, address and phone number, but the contact
information, other than the name, will not be published. Letters should be
limited to 300 words and we reserve the right to edit for brevity or to
refuse inappropriate or abusive language. Letters should attack issues not individuals or groups. Send letters to editor@shawniganfocus.ca

Response to Restell’s
Letter
Editor, the Focus:
In his recent letter, Mr. Restell
expressed concern that I
used too broad a brush in
my September letter on who
may have gained, besides the
obvious benefactors, by the
SIA permit being approved
to dump five million tonnes
of contaminated soil into
the watershed of Shawnigan
Lake. He implied that I have
unfairly accused unnamed
individuals and/or organizations of nefarious activities.
Such was not my intention.
My intention was to alert
Focus readers that some indi-

viduals and/or organizations
may well have or will profit
from the SIA permit being
issued by the Government.
The reality is that tens of
millions of dollars are actively employed on Vancouver Island in the securing of
permits from the Ministry
of Environment, movement,
storage, remediation, and
cleanup of contaminated soil.
Given the amount of money
involved rest assured a few will
gain, but most of us will pay.
Mr. Restell is concerned
too with my focus on the
Liberal Party of BC, which
he obviously supports. If Mr.
Restell knew me he would

know that I have steadfastly
supported the Liberal Party of
BC for decades and continue
to despite its current lack of
environmental integrity.
I contend that some individuals and/or organizations,
besides those directly involved
with the SIA permit, will gain
or have gained by the Government issuing the SIA permit
to dump five million tonnes
of contaminated soil into
the watershed of Shawnigan
Lake. I stand by my contention and for those concerned
with it then perhaps this old
idiom applies, “If the shoe fits
wear it”.
Joseph Gollner, Oak Bay

Focus Furry Photos
WE ENCOURAGE YOU TO SEND US YOUR FAVOURITE PHOTO OF THE
ANIMALS IN YOUR LIVES: EDITOR@SHAWNIGANFOCUS.CA

ABOUT THE FOCUS
The Shawnigan Focus is an independent, local, non-profit publication, produced by the volunteer Focus team. Shawnigan Focus
endeavours to inform; promote harmony and involvement in the
community; and interest a broad cross-section of the residents
of Shawnigan Lake.
Shawnigan Focus is delivered, free of charge, to postal addresses in
Shawnigan Lake (Area B). Out-of-town subscriptions are available
for a fee. Contact: editor@shawniganfocus.ca
Views expressed in articles are not the opinions of The
Shawnigan Focus, but of the authors.
Additional copies are available in The Village.
MAILING ADDRESS
Shawnigan Focus - Box 331, Shawnigan Lake, V0R 2W0

Shawnigan Weather ~ october
UVic Weather Network ~ by Grant Treloar

WHERE’S THE PADDLE?
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New power
poles on the
East side
According to the project
supervisor, Steve Smith, BC
Hydro is installing new power
poles along East Shawnigan
Lake Road. The crew will
be at this for the next two
months. This project is of
interest for many reasons,
including the notion that
some of these poles were
replaced not that long ago. I
was assured that testing was
done and many were in very
poor shape.
Interestingly, the poles are
being replaced with much
taller ones. The taller poles
will result in a more efficient
electrical system because with
taller poles, BC Hydro can
use higher voltages. Higher
voltages in turn mean less
loss from electrical resistance
along the lines. The result is a
more efficient system.
After passing by the workers
several times, I also realized
that the pole diggers were
doing it the old-fashioned
way: shovels, picks and hard
labour. No powered augers
like one would expect in this
day and age. I was told that
this is common practice as
the auger bits break easily
when they hit rock.
If you have driven along the
East Shawnigan Lake Road
lately, you would have passed
what seems to be an endless
supply of orange signs, flags,
flag people and flashing signs.
You can’t miss them! And
yet…according to Steve, the
biggest challenge with this

project is that Shawnigan motorists apparently do not want
to slow down…even when
warned in advance, and asked
politely.
In fact, there has already
been an incident during this
project. The driver of a grey
Ford 350 clipped one of the
flag people with his mirror
after refusing to slow down.
He also chose to keep driving.
Hard to imagine this attitude
after the unfortunate, and
very recent, event in Duncan where a flag person, a
woman in her 20s, was pinned
under a 25-tonne truck after
it backed over her. She died
later from her injuries. Then
again, on November 5th, an
erratic motorist, this time in
Victoria, also refused to stop
for flaggers. In this incident,
a traffic flagger was injured
when the dark grey SUV
rammed into her shoulder.
The car then struck a road
painter and spun him around.
The driver then sped up Bear
Mountain Parkway on the
wrong side of the road, into
oncoming traffic, and hopped
the median to avoid a headon collision.
We all have places to go…
we are all in a hurry and we
all make choices. The delays
on the Shawnigan Road aren’t
long and failing to stop for a
flag person carries a $196 fine.
Why would anyone choose to
put others in danger and/or
risk criminal charges to save
five minutes?

The Dayliner
By Joan Wachtin
Nothing could be finer
Than to ride on our Dayliner
In the morning.
Nothing could be sweeter
Than to not pay parking meter
In the morning.
Nothing could be warmer
Than to ride on our performer
In the morning.
Nothing could be better
Than to sit and write a letter
(with a Dayliner pen; not a feather)
In the morning.
Nothing could be dumber
Than to take away our train – a bummer
In the morning.
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CVRD budget: Top salaries set to rise again?
Blaise Salmon
With Cowichan Valley residents still recovering from this
year’s 8%-plus property tax
increase, the CVRD board
has started to consider the
2014 budget.
As always, the single biggest
budget item is staff wages and
benefits. The 40 top CVRD
staff, earning up to $198,000
annually, showed increases
averaging 11% in 2012. This
follows raises of between 11%
and 34% for those same positions between 2007 and 2011.
Generous pension and other
benefits, not counted in these
figures, boost the cost to taxpayers by an additional 20%
or more. This isn’t about
the people - CVRD staff
seem generally competent and
helpful. The problem is that a
combination of factors has led
to wage increases that have
steadily outpaced inflation
by a significant margin. Over
time they have gotten way out
of line.
Meanwhile, local residents
face steadily increasing tax
bills, while the average income
in the Cowichan Valley $38,937 - has lagged behind
inflation - currently 1.1% - in
recent years.
The 15 elected CVRD
directors are responsible for
approving wages and benefits,
along with all other items in
the budget. Directors them-

selves are modestly paid, between $15,819 and $23,732,
with $33,309 for board chair
Rob Hutchins.

CVRD staff earning over $100,000 in 2012:
ÌÌ Anderson, T.

General Manager Planning & Development

$148,138

Unfortunately, salary discussions are in closed board
meetings, with no opportunity
for direct public input. This
must change. All public sector salaries over $75,000 are
published under the Financial
Information Act in any case.
There is no reason for secrecy.

ÌÌ Austen, R. 		

General Manager, Parks, Rec & Culture		

$149,585

ÌÌ Barry, J. 		

Manager, Legislative Services			

$115,231

ÌÌ Blatchford, L.

Manager, Cowichan Lake Recreation 		

$107,823

ÌÌ Conway, R.

Manager, Development Services			

$118,403

ÌÌ Dennison, B.

General Manager, Engineering Services

$147,113

ÌÌ Elzinga, J. 		

Manager, Island Savings Centre			

$107,099

ÌÌ Ewing, C. 		

Manager, Information Technology		

$106,273

In past years, directors have
been unwilling to grapple with
the growth in top salaries.
The general attitude seems
to be that since other local
governments are also overpaying their top staff, we have to
do the same.

ÌÌ Farquhar, B.

Manager, Parks and Trails			

$115,407

ÌÌ Jones, W. 		

Chief Administrative Officer			

$198,976

ÌÌ Kueber, M.

General Manager, Corporate Services		

$156,338

ÌÌ Leitch, D. 		

Manager, Water Management			

$112,056

ÌÌ Liddle, K. 		

Manager, South Cowichan Recreation		

$102,308

ÌÌ McDonald, R.

Manager, Recycling and Waste Management

$106,987

ÌÌ Millar, G. 		

Manager, Economic Development		

$109,248

ÌÌ Miller, C. 		

Manager, Regional Environmental Policy		

$107,948

ÌÌ Moss, S.

		

Manager, Finance				

$118,323

ÌÌ Olive, N. 		

Manager, Capital Projects			

$117,534

ÌÌ Sanderson, S.

Acting General Manager – Public Safety		

$107,739

ÌÌ Schrader, K.

Manager, Arts and Culture			

$102,021

ÌÌ Tippett, M.

Manager, Community and Regional Planning

$126,834

ÌÌ Van Horne, J.

Manager, Human Resources			

$109,936

ÌÌ Wakeham, J.

Manager, Facility, Fleet and Transit		

$107,094

During the 2013 budget,
directors spent far more
time discussing whether to
cut small amounts of grant
funding to local groups, than
they did on the $17.4 million
spent on CVRD wages and
benefits, an amount which
has increased by $4.7 million
since 2007.
Salary spending is particularly important to keep under
control, as all additional
spending is automatically
added to the base from which
increases are calculated the
following year.

from the “Statement of Financial Information” on the CVRD website, www.
cvrd.bc.ca/index.aspx?NID=1752 :
the top. A few directors have
indicated a willingness to look
at the issue. There has been
some discussion of a freeze
or roll-back of top salaries,
though the majority on the

This year, it could be different. Media discussion has
resulted in more public awareness of the high wage levels at

board seem set to carry on
with business as usual.
Little is likely to change
without more public feedback to the elected directors.
If you have an opinion on

this issue, or would like to
see the CVRD board discuss
it in open session, speak out
by writing to local newspapers, and to board chair,
Rob Hutchins.

"Be who you are and say what you feel, because those who mind
don't matter, and those who matter don't mind" - Dr. Suess

WATER

Deli * Meat * Pork * Lamb
Poultry * Bison * Seafood
Eggs * Freezer Packs
Raw Pet Food

Rachel Allen

1 - Gallon
$

1

00

5 - Gallons
$

2

50

Available 24/7 in Shawnigan Village next to the

VILLAGE CHIPPERY
in the Purple Building at 2740 Dundas Road
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Tellington TTouch Practitioner

250-882-4198

rachel.ttouch@yahoo.ca

TTouch for Dogs ̶ November 30th, Duncan
The Tellington TTouch Method is a gentle and respectful
approach to working with physical, emotional and behavioural
challenges in animals. During this workshop, you and your canine
friend will build trust and improve communication through Touchwork, Leash-work and other exciting activities.

Out of town subscriptions available

Our Voice ~ Our Thoughts ~ Our Community

Engagement of communities in
watershed management
Dr. Bruce Fraser,

Area Director
Shawnigan Lake,
Cowichan Valley
Regional District

The Achilles heel watershed
management is an ongoing
inability to deal effectively
with assessing and managing
the cumulative effects of the
ever-growing human footprint
on the land. This is especially
true of community watersheds
such as the Shawnigan basin.
The new Water Sustainability Act needs to establish clear responsibility for
management at the watershed scale. In the absence of
a single responsible agency,
this will have to be provided
by a collection of agencies
and community organizations. The Act must create
that collective mechanism.
One of the most important
parts of the current Water
Sustainability Act draft legislation is also the weakest.
The section on engagement
of communities in watershed
management needs significant strengthening.

There are five major reasons why communities need to
become materially engaged in
watershed management:

elements. Local governments
are being challenged with
addressing cumulative impacts
out of sheer necessity.

1. Both the federal and
provincial governments are
finding it necessary to reduce the staff and budgets of
environmental agencies that
would normally provide for
on-the-ground monitoring of
watershed conditions and for
taking remedial action where
environmental problems are
taking place. As the commitments of central agencies
are reduced there are greater
demands for citizen and local government based agencies to step into the breach.

3. What land use planning
is occurring, even at the local
government level, tends to be
confined to the assessment
of individual development
applications, accompanied by
nominal multi-agency referrals. There are few instances
where proposals are subjected
to watershed scale scrutiny.
Watershed scale thinking is
beginning to take hold in
hundreds of British Columbia
communities, but it is arising
from citizens not from government agencies.

2. As the human footprint
on the landscape inevitably
grows, community watersheds
are experiencing cumulative
effects which include: interface fire vulnerability, transportation density, resource
development, increasing
recreation uses, and increasing
pollution. In most cases there
is no integrating mechanism
or responsible agency that is
capable of managing all these

4. Climate change is now
appreciated as a major influence on future water supply
and volatility of community
watersheds. Changes in the
annual hydrologic cycle, particularly changes in frequency
and intensity of wet and dry
extremes, will require adjustments at the community
level. These adjustments are
likely to be necessary on a
continuing basis and are only

likely to be perceived by local
people as they experience the
changes directly. We will have
to engage citizen and local
government organizations to
conduct the necessary watershed stewardship.
5. Collaboration is required.
No sector has enough people,
time or financial resources to
make progress on its own.
Successful management of
community watersheds over
the long term will depend on
our ability to pool resources,
integrate effort, and make
watershed stewardship a
willingly embraced collective
endeavour of “everyman”.
The revised water act
needs to be actively innovative in bringing about a
new order of community
engagement. It is wildly
insufficient to speak in terms
of a few “advisory committees” as though there was a
solidly established government agency to advise. What
is needed is legislation that
seriously enables collaboration at the watershed scale
and provides local govern-

ment with the letters patent
and resource allocations to
bring it about.
In the Cowichan Valley
Regional District, we are
committed to working with
the province to articulate a
suitable partnership arrangement for community
watershed stewardship and
to test it in a practical application. We feel confident
that the recent experience
of the Cowichan Watershed
Board, the developing ecological governance model of
the Shawnigan Basin Authority, and the intention of the
Regional District to create a regional scale watershed authority can provide a testing ground
that will produce practical and
useful results. Local government leadership, with extensive
engagement with First Nations,
local watershed stewardship
groups and private industry, is
needed to provide both the necessary degree of accountability
to the provincial leadership and
the grass roots inclusion that
gives strength and durability to
watershed management.

Water quality testing
Every 5 years, the Ministry of Environment Water
Quality division does testing
of the water in Shawnigan
Lake, around the lake, along
Shawnigan Creek down to the
ocean, and at several locations
on the ocean near Mill Bay.
Testing is done in two parts.
The first part, done in August this year, collects water
samples at the driest time of
the year. The reasoning is that
this is as bad as it will get,
before the next rainy season.

The second part is done
once the rains begin to fall.
We had a lot of rain in September this year. That was
much earlier than the testing
has been done before, so the
testing was delayed until after
the rains started in October.
But - we had no rain in October. The rain finally started
again in early November, so
sampling is on.

streams around the lake, we
get it before it is diluted by
mixing with other lake water.
There are 4 groups of
volunteers who collect water
samples. Each group goes to
6 or 7 sites. Water is collected in small sterile plastic
bottles. The water samples
are stored in a cooler along

with an icepack.
The 4 coolers are taken to
a testing facility as soon as
possible. This ensures that the
sample is fresh when tested.
Testing is to discover levels
of both organic (plant and
animal originated) based and
inorganic (result of industrial
activity) based pollutants.

Samples will be collected for
5 weeks starting November 5.
The results will be available in
the new year.
This same collection
method was used during the
last series of tests, in 2007.
We will know how the lake
has changed since then once
these results are in.

These rains wash any pollutions off the land into the
lake. By getting water from

Denturist
BUS: 250.743.3311
Fax: 250.743.0737
Valleyview Centre
#18-1400 Cowichan Bay Rd.
Cobble Hill, BC V0R 1L3

Full Esthetic Services
30 Years Experience
Licensed & Certified

O·P·I Nail Products
Dr. Renaud Skin Care
Gehwol & Footlogix Foot Care

Sylvia Macdonald
Jessica Helwick
Certified K9
Oral Hygiene Specialists - K9OHA

NATURAL, ANESTHETIC-FREE, TEETH CLEANING FOR PETS
By appointment, two convenient locations :

DUNCAN

#1F – 2753 Charlotte Road

VICTORIA

#102 – 300 Gorge Road West

250-597-2275

In Shawnigan Village @ 1755 Shawnigan-Mill Bay Road

250-592-2323
www.k9britebark.com
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Worthington subdivision update:
Lots are now for sale
– Private Waterfront Estates”
were “Coming Soon”. The
signs have now been modified to say that the 16 lots are
actually “For Sale”. There is
a photo depicting an imposing
gated entrance. There is also
a lot-diagram showing that
two lots are already “sold”
and another two are “reseved”. It is interesting that
Lot 13 is reserved. A creek
used to run through it during the winter and it still has
drainage problems. There
are saturated areas adjacent
to strata septic field which
might be of interest to the
health authorities. Internet
searches do not reveal pricing information but anecdotal reports are $800,000 and

Dave Hutchinson

Shawnigan Focus
Editor’s Note: This is an update following previous Focus
articles on this controversial,
waterfront subdivision. Please
go to www.shawniganfocus.ca
and search for “Worthington”
for background information.
Signs appeared in late August
announcing that “Dhillsean

I am your link to
VICTORIA BUYERS
NEW LISTING
View Acreage with 2 Homes
3 level home with views of Shawnigan
Lake. Custom kitchen, cultured marble
counters in kitchen and baths, 3 fireplaces,
luxurious ensuite, and huge walk-in closet
are some of the features of this home.
Additional 2nd home with 2 suites and extra
accommodation above detached shop.

$799,000
Call Farrell
for your
FREE
NO OBLIGATION
Home Evaluation

250.743.7151
250.477.7291

1750 Shawnigan-Mill Bay Road
Shawnigan Lake, BC

Farrell@farrellmagnusson.com

www.farrellmagnusson.com

Open 6 Days per Week ~ Monday - Friday 9:30-5:00 ~ Saturday 9:30-5:00
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a fast and easy way to go
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from paying 4% (prime + 1%) at your bank
to 3.5 % (prime + ½%)
†
as much as $5,000 in interest payments
and
worry less, sleep more
by switching to an RBC Homeline Plan® credit line. You could
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and feel better. And we’ll even cover your
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and feel better. And we’ll even cover your switching costs . So get
with the program – and lose th e rate you’ve been carrying today.

Contact me today to find out more:
Emily Black
Contact
meSpecialist
today to ﬁnd out more:
Mortgage
Emily
Black
250-715-7692
Mortgage
Specialist
emily.black@rbc.com
250-715-7692
emily.black@rbc.com
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up for the narrow slivers of
waterfront. This definitely
raises a few eyebrows!

array of massive docks have
been previously documented.
The failing brackets have

recently been replaced with a
new design and will hopefully
prevent further mishaps.

The “Eagle Tree” which
caused a complete reconfiguration of the original
plan, is still standing. This
magnificient old-growth fir is
a solitary reminder of what
was an extraordinary stand of
ancient tees until the property
was clear-cut. It still cradles
the massive nest which was
utilized again this season.
On August 29th, one of
the 23,000 lb. concrete docks
broke free from its pilings and
wandered around the lake before being towed back and secured by helpful boaters. The
associated problems with the

SRA report
Jason Walker Director

not released to the public.

The SRA’s Annual General
Meeting will be held at 7 pm
on Thursday November 28th,
2013 in the Shawnigan Lake
School Hugh Wilkinson Auditorium. Everyone is welcome.
Memberships will be sold and
renewed at the door for $10.
Our guest speaker will be Mr.
Sean Hern of Farris LLP, SRA’s
counsel, who will speak to the
Environmental Appeal Board
(EAB) process and action before
the court. Then there will be
time for a Q&A period.

CHH had argued that it
would be “inappropriate for the
material filed herewith to make
its way onto those websites,”
in reference to the websites
maintained by SRA and
CVRD, but EAB chair Alan
Andison responded that “...
the appeal process is public in
nature. Hearings are open to
the public, and information
provided to the Board by one
party must also be provided to
all other parties to the appeal.
Moreover, once a document
is filed with the Board it is a
prima facie – must be disclosed to the public.”

Shawnigan Residence
Association

On Friday, October 25th,
2013, the Environmental
Appeal Board (EAB) rejected
a request by South Island
Aggregates (SIA) also know as
Cobble Hill Holdings (CHH)
that information submitted by
CHH in the EAB hearings be
subject to confidentiality and

The SRA supports the
EAB’s decision on this matter and will continue to keep
our members and the public
informed during the appeal
process. “Everything about
this is a public matter. It’s our
water source that is at stake

and any attempt to silence
the SRA or any other body
or person through the appeal
board process is completely
and wholeheartedly unacceptable” stated Calvin Cook,
SRA Director.
The SRA continues to work
closely with the CVRD in this
matter. Both organizations
are committed to preventing CHH from operating a
contaminated soil landfill in
the Shawnigan Lake watershed, which would place the
environment and drinking
water at risk.
Please visit the SRA website
for more information, the EAB
letter and CHH’s response to
the SRA and CVRD’s request
for a stay of the permit.
To make a contribution to the
SRA legal action fund or to
become a member visit www.
thesra.ca

One local businessman’s
opinion
Rick Restell

tain and the Nation?

Where are the boundaries?

Many neighbourhoods vote
in area B and get their mail in
Cobble Hill.

We’ve discussed how things
work and what we need to do
- even what our local government might look like. Who, and
what area, should we include?
Even if you are of the opinion that Shawnigan should “go
it alone” you have to ask what
area that encompasses. Is it
CVRD electoral area B? How
far down towards Mill Bay or
toward Cobble Hill? Is Cougar
Ridge in or out? What about
the Malahat - both the moun-

Is there a strategy involved in
picking and choosing neighbourhoods that might bring
lots of tax revenue? Do we try
to avoid neighbourhoods with
crumbling infrastructure?
And what about the watershed? If we just want to
control the water, then all the
residents along Shawnigan
Lake Rd from Renfrew would
be outside, excluding all of
Silvermine Estates, Burnham
Park and Highland Ridge.

These questions need to
be addressed if we are to
ever move forward with an
incorporation strategy. The
success of our case to the
Provincial Government to
incorporate is dependant
upon us having good answers to these issues and
more.
Feedback at this stage is
vital and I encourage all
interested parties to write the
Focus. We need all the input
we can get. Hopefully the
next article will be a summary of the feedback from
all the articles written on this
subject.
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What’s happening at the museum now?
Lori Treloar

Curator, Shawnigan
Lake Museum
Through fundraising with the
Thrifty’s Smile Card Program,
the Shawnigan Lake Historical Society has mounted three

archival photos on the side of
the museum, as part of our
‘Outdoor Art Gallery’ project. As more funds become
available, more photos will
be mounted. To make this
‘gallery’ more accessible to

the public, a flat space for
viewing was envisioned.
Ron Cuthbert, of Cuthbert Construction, made
this happen by generously
donating his time and his
machines to ‘dig out’ the gal-

lery space for us. Thank you,
Ron. We appreciate your
support!
As time and funding permits,
a retaining wall, gravel and
possibly paving stones will be
added to complete the proj-

ect. If you would like to help,
please consider using a museum
dedicated Thrifty’s Smile Card.
Drop by the museum Friday
through Sunday 11:30-4 or
email shawniganlakemuseum@
shaw.ca for more details.

Adventure cookies steal the show
Cowichan Family Caregivers Support Society
There was much to love
about the 2013 Shawnigan
Lake Adventure: the walking,
biking, kayaking, geocaching,
massages and live music all
had their fans. But the universal favourite had to be the
lavender chocolate chip cookies. Now we are counting on
you to come back for the 10th

anniversary of this event on
June 1, but if you can’t wait,
here’s the recipe:

Chewy Lavender Chocolate Chip Cookies:
1 ¾ cups unbleached flour
½ teaspoon baking soda
¼ teaspoon salt
¾ cup Earth Balance Vegan
Buttery Margarine, melted
1 ½ cups sugar
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1 teaspoon molasses
½ teaspoon agave nectar
1 tablespoon vanilla extract
1 ½ tablespoon EnerG Egg
Replacer + 3 tablespoons
water, mixed together
1 heaping cup of chocolate or carob chips
2 tablespoons dried lavender
flowers
1. Sift together flour, baking
soda and salt.

2. In a separate bowl, combine melted margarine with
sugar, molasses, and agave
… beat well by hand or with
a mixer.
3. Add vanilla and EnerG
mixture and beat well.
4. Add the dry ingredients to
the wet and mix gently until
blended (don’t overmix). Stir in
lavender and chocolate chips.

5. With a large spoon drop
batter onto parchment-lined
cookie sheet and bake in a
preheated oven at 325 for 12
to 14 minutes, until golden.
Do not overcook. Cool on
wire rack … they should
be crisp on the outside and
chewy on the inside.
Note: Ingredients can be
found at the Duncan Garage.

. . . a ‘year round tradition’ at the

Village Chippery.

Just like Ice-Cream Cones, Sundaes, Shakes & Banana Splits.

Let the Village Chippery help you with Christmas!
Purchase a $25 Gift Certificate and receive a $5 Bonus Gift Certificate for you!
Buy $100 of Gift Certificates and receive $25 Bonus Gift Certificate for you!
Jolaine Scott, RMT
Registered Massage Therapy
2628 Morgan Way (off Baden Powell Rd)
Shawnigan Lake, BC
250-929-6994
www.jolainescottrmt.com

ASK FOR DETAILS - available in $10 denominations that are ideal for stockings,
hostess gifts, teachers, paperboy, aesthetician, the butcher, the baker and the coffee maker

See you on December 1st as we celebrate

Daily 11 to 7:30 / Friday till 8

with the SLBA, friends and neighbours!

LUNCH • DINNER • LICENSED

( The last 15 minutes for Take-Away )
DINE - IN OR TAKE - AWAY

250-929-8886

In Shawnigan Village, where friends meet . . . at the purple building !
View menu and specials at ~ www.villagechippery.com

Enter to win 1 of 4 Village Chippery $25 Gift Certificates
Draw to be held at the

Christmas Light-Up

NAME __________________________________________
EMAIL __________________________________________
Would you like information about upcoming events? Yes  No 
SHAWNIGAN FOCUS | 7

Shawnigan Focus

CVRD transit needs transforming!
Lois Morrow

SRA Representative
I attended the second of
two public meetings on the
CVRD Paratransit Study on
Tuesday, October 29th, at
Kerry Park. The meeting was
presented as an opportunity
for public input; however I
would characterize it as more
of a public information session with limited input from
the public. Fully three quarters of the people there were
either CVRD directors or
staff, and staff members from
the BC Transportation ministry. With a few exceptions,
the public who did attend
were there as I was, representing larger groups such as the
Arbutus Ridge and Satellite
Park Residents Associations,
or seniors and school associations. This article is a brief
summary of the meeting.
For transit purposes, South
Cowichan includes Cowichan
Bay and Glenora, and vir-

tually all of the proposed
improvements are focused on
the northern portions of the
South Cowichan map. In fact,
Director Bruce Fraser pointed
out that the maps that BC
Transit were using did not include the southern portion of
Area B, and the transit consultants admitted that these areas
are not even being considered for service. Shawnigan
residents who live in the three
housing developments around
the south end of the lake, and
a good portion of those living
around the mid-portion and
southern part of the lake are
paying taxes for a service they
have no hope of ever receiving.
There were four service
alternatives on the agenda,
options developed by transit
consultants after the first public meeting:
Conventional fixed schedule/fixed route, leaving the
three routes now serving

South Cowichan unchanged.
Flex routing, a fixed schedule but a certain number of
deviations from the route
allowed as requested.
Dial-a-bus, a fixed schedule
from a hub, but a variable
route based on user calls.
Taxi script, which means
that on request, the system
will provide a taxi for transportation to a transit hub to
meet a scheduled bus, and the
rider will pay only a one or
two dollar premium over the
regular bus fare.
Of these, only taxi script
is being considered for
East Shore and West Shore
Shawnigan, and as mentioned
above, none of these alternatives would extend to all areas
of Area B.
The numbers were somewhat shocking to me. The
average fare per passenger per
ride is $1.50 to $2.00, yet the
existing cost to the transit system per ride is $12.20, divided
equally between regional
district and provincial taxes.
This cost per ride will increase
considerably depending on
the alternatives implemented,

rising to $14.00 to $18.00 per
ride if the proposed taxi script
option is implemented in East
and West Shore Shawnigan
Lake. To use an old quote:
“They’re not going to make it
on the volume.”
In any local discussions
about transit services, many
people question the use of
large buses for routes without
significant ridership. Currently there are only large (35
foot, 31 seat) buses assigned
to all three South Cowichan
routes. At the meeting, BC
Transportation staff indicated
that buses are provided from
their provincial fleet, and that
swaps to smaller 20 seat buses
could be made through their
department. This is a service alternative improvement
that would, in my opinion,
be welcomed by Shawnigan
residents.
Another service improvement considered at the
October 29 meeting was a
later bus leaving from Duncan - the last one to South
Cowichan now leaves at 6PM.
This may work for certain
purposes, however I cannot

see any woman getting off
a bus in rural Shawnigan at
9PM, and walking through a
wooded area (as I would have
to) to reach home. It’s not a
priority improvement from
my perspective, though the
suggestion came from public
input at the first paratransit
study meeting.
The Cowichan Valley to
Victoria routes were not part
of this study, only service
within the region, although
there was some discussion at
the meeting about how local
buses connect to the commuter locations. Ridership to
and from Victoria is steadily
increasing, and there have
been requests to expand the
service hours.
The Shawnigan Residents
Association board welcomes
input from any resident of
Area B on this issue.
The website for more information about the Paratransit Study is: http://www.
bctransit.com/transitfuture/
cowichan_future.cfm
The website to contact the
Residents Association is:
http://www.thesra.ca/

What will your tree
say about you?
Elijah Fraser

Shawnigan Focus
It’s that time of year again.
Families will soon be setting
out in search of the centre
piece for the season. For
some it is a ritual. Warmed
by hot drinks, with bells and
carols in their ears, mothers
and fathers will scan the rows
of trees discussing the merits
of this one or that until, to the
chorus of “can we go yet,”
they will settle on the perfectly
trimmed tree.

This could be your View!!

Shawnigan Lakefront Lots - FOR SALE!!

Sunny South Facing Building Lots.
Beach and deep water for moorage.
May build to suit. Will have septic approval.

250-743-9000

Custom Homes, Custom Docks, Pilings, Concrete Piers,
Excavations, Foundations, Drainage, Retaining Walls
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Growing up in Southern
Alberta, our family’s tradition was to go Christmas tree
“hunting” on Crown Land.
My parents would buy a permit and, along with extended
family and friends, we would
proceed to our designated
area. We made a day of it. I
have fond memories of my
first snowmobile ride, toboggans, bonfires and hot chocolate. With fewer options than
a u-pick farm, I don’t know if
it was more or less of a challenge to make the final decision. The trees would then be
dragged back to a volunteer’s
trailer or lashed to the roof.
I am disappointed that I can
not share this tradition with
my own children as Christmas

tree permits are not available on Southern Vancouver
Island. And if you decide to
“poach” a tree, the fines can
be quite steep. Local Woodstock Evergreen Christmas
Tree Farm made news last
year as they became the victim of one Grinch, who stole
evergreen boughs from their
trees. This resulted in thousands of dollars in damage.
Then of course there is the
real vs. artificial debate. The
artificial tree has come a long
way from the original which
was created by a toilet bowl
brush company in the 1930s.
They seem to have come full
circle in the assessment of
their environmental impact,
as the ability of real trees to
capture carbon and be composted are considered. I guess
it depends how many tanks
of gas you burn in your SUV
searching for and disposing
of the perfect tree. Still, for
those not wishing to purchase
a tree annually, with storage
space, allergies, and or strata
rules, artificial may be the way
to go.
I used to enjoy telling people
I had bought a live tree.
“We did too, we got ours at
Walmart,” they would re-

spond. I would then explain
rather that my tree was still
alive. For those with room
in their garden, this may be
the ultimate environmentally
friendly tree. After the holidays you plant it. Offered for
sale by many local nurseries
and farm supply stores these
trees are slightly more expensive. If you wanted a tree
anyway this may be the thing
for you. Just be sure to pick
a variety that suits the location you intend to plant - no
Douglas Firs next to septic
fields. Although they can’t be
kept inside quite as long, they
also have the added benefit
of not increasing the fire risk
of your home during the
holidays. In recent years, as I
have run out of garden space,
I have taken to buying locally
grown “Scouts” trees, sold in
the Shawnigan Village.
This year, which traditions
will you pass on to your children? Will your tree support a
charity or community group?
Will it be locally grown?
How will you dispose of your
tree? Will the experience of
bringing home the tree be as
important as that tree itself ?
Be it a Noble Fir, Scotch Pine,
or Blue Spruce what will your
tree say about you?
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Koksilah Sandstone
Brent Beach

Shawnigan Focus

Baron, Sandstone,
Bridge, Castle
While surveying the outflow
creek at the railway bridge, I
decided to measure the bridge
and its supports in order to
build a computer scale model
of the bridge and creek bed.
I have been on this bridge
50 times in the last year to
get water levels at one of
our gauges, but did not look
closely at the bridge supports
themselves. In order to get the
measurement of the supports
I had to get pretty close. I
finally noticed that the blocks
appeared to be sandstone and
wondered about their history.
Thanks to google, the resulting websites and the Victoria
Library, I was able to piece
together the history of this
bridge.
To set the stage, relying
largely on “The Esquimalt

& Nanaimo Railway” by
Donald MacLachlan, the deal
that brought British Columbia
into Confederation in 1871
included the assurance that
within 10 years a railway
would be completed “to connect the seaboard of British
Columbia with the railway
system of Canada.” At the
time, half of the people in BC
lived on Vancouver Island so
the seaboard was Esquimalt.
The federal government of
the day fell before construction could begin. The incoming PM - J.A. MacDonald
- lost his seat in Ontario. He
then ran in a by-election in
Victoria and won! The train
deal was on again, with the
terminus in Victoria.
Coal Baron Dunsmuir was
given approximately 20% of
Vancouver Island and $750
000 in return for building the
line. Yes, Canada agreed to
build the line, but BC paid for
it by giving up Crown land.
Construction began in Na-

naimo and Victoria, the two
contracts eventually meeting a
Cliffside in Shawnigan Lake.
As the northern section
passed by the Bright Angle
Park area north of Cowichan
Station they discovered a
sandstone deposit - “heavy
sandstone beds that show
a fairly uniform blue-grey
colour.” The Koksilah Stone
Quarry Company was started.
I have walked the rail line
north of Cowichan Station
looking for any sign of this
quarry and found none. I
have also driven the roads in
the area and found no trace.
Do you know where this
quarry was located?
Stone from the quarry
was immediately used in the
bridge at Cowichan Station,
just 1 mile to the south. It was
then used along the rest of
the northern section of the
railway: at the railway bridge
over the Shawnigan outflow
creek, in the railway bridge
near Recreation Road as well

as in foundations for trestles.
This section of the railway
was completed in time for the
official Last Spike ceremony
on August 13, 1886.
Sandstone from the Koksilah Stone Quarry was used for
several large building in Victoria over the years, including:
Craigdarroch Castle, The
Metropolitan United Church,
a brewery and several others.
Dunsmuir bid on supplying
the stone for the Legislature
buildings. These buildings
were built starting in 1893.
Dunsmuir was initially
awarded the contract for the
south side of the building (the
back side). Perhaps it was felt
that a cheaper stone could be
used for the less visible parts
of the building. In the end,
the Koksilah sandstone was
not used. Dunsmuir sued the
provincial government and

was awarded $12,412 for
breach of contract.
The Koksilah Sandstone has
stood the test of time. The
blocks in the outflow creek
bridge show little weathering
- but considerable discolouration after over 125 years. You
can see and feel the Koksilah
sandstone most easily at the
railway bridge at Recreation
Road. It is a blind corner, so
watch out!
In defence of Francis Rattenbury, the architect of the
Legislative buildings, the
discolouration apparent in the
outflow creek bridge may have
made this stone less desirable
than the harder rock finally
used - a rock quarried from
Haddington Island, a volcanic
mountain top just north of
Port Hardy.
Links to source documents at
BrentattheFocus.blogspot.com.

Getting ready for parties or going on vacation?

PEDICURES | MANICURES

* Can be used as Christmas Gift Certificate

Expires December 24th

We provide a selection of OPI Polishes.
Relax and enjoy this offer along with the beautiful views from
our new South Shawnigan Studio at 4511 Goldstream Heights Drive.

Make your arrangements now.

Cindy Beam

Certified Reflexologist (RAC)
& Nail Professional

home visits available - special $40

by appointment only :

250-514-1380
www.lexingtonspa.ca
lexingtonspa@shaw.ca

Take a Hike!
Robin Massey

Shawnigan Focus
Parksville! When I think of
Parksville, I think of beautiful
beaches, romantic getaways
and spa retreats. Over the
summer I had a wonderful
birthday gift, from my mommy, to lounge about at the well
known Tigh Na Mara Resort.
However, those that know me
understand that although I do
like quiet moments, it can be
difficult for me to be still for
too long. Naturally I googled
for the nearest trail to explore
and, lo and behold, wouldn’t
you know that just down the
street is the trailhead for Top
Bridge Regional Trail. We immediately added hiking to our
itinerary in between tapas and
hot stone massages, and boy are
we glad we did!
The trail itself actually starts
from Rathtrevor Beach, but
can also be accessed from Tuan
Road for those staying on Re-

sort Way. From Rathtrevor, it’s
approximately 5 kilometres one
way, or about 3 from Resort
Way, to reach to Englishman
River Regional Park. On the
trail, you will experience sweet
scents of the rainforest, extensive rooting systems, old growth
trees, pretty wildflowers, an
abundance of birds and many
alcoves to pop into the river for
a refreshing plunge.
Like some of the other trails
I’ve hiked on this beautiful,
amazing island of ours, when I
see the large moss covered boulders haphazardly stacked and
balancing on the sides of the
trail that parallels the river path,
it reminds me of a different
time period, where ruins were
plentiful, . The fantastically
maintained trail will take you
under a train trestle and all the
way to the Top Bridge Crossing which features an 81 meter
pedestrian/cyclist suspension
bridge that crosses the English-

man River toward Errington,
and beyond.
The sights at the bridge crossing are absolutely stunning as
well, with deep splash pockets
and multitudes of rock formations that provide a nice relaxing sundeck to sprawl out and
enjoy the natural sounds of the
river rushing past. I have read
that Top Bridge offers petroglyphs as well, and although I
did not personally see them –
perhaps you will!
For maps and more information check out http://
www.rdn.bc.ca/cms.
asp?wpID=2614.
If you have any questions
about this hike or any hike that
I’ve written about, please feel
free to contact me at robin@
theomtree.com. Be safe and
have a happy adventure.
Robin frolics in Cowichan Valley’s
viewpoints with The Iron Butts
(www.theomtree.com)
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Young Seniors Action Group Society
mind, it will serve you well.

Helen Lainchbury

Y.S.A.G.S.

Tai Chi
Would you like to try Tai
Chi? Y.S.A.G.S. has several
physical activities and Tai
Chi is one of them. This is
carried out on Friday mornings from 9:00 to 11:00
AM - beginners at 9:00 and
intermediates at 10:00. This
is an ancient form of exercise that you see in parks in
China and in other countries. It was developed as a
martial art for self defence
and now has become a
highly effective exercise for
all ages, especially for seniors. There are many types
of Tai Chi. At YSAGS, we
have what is called “Serenity Tai Chi” consisting of
108 movements. It takes up
to 8 or 9 months to learn
the basics but practice, we
learn to improve each year.
If you approach the Tai Chi
with an open heart and open

Tai Chi improves balance,
is a safe way to build muscle
strength, circulation and coordination and releases stress
by teaching you to relax. It
is an exercise in which you
learn slow, smooth movements
directing your mind to focus on
the moves of the 108 steps of
Tai Chi. A good exercise and
a friendly, social class. All are
welcome to come and watch
and if you find it interesting, we
have a new class starting each
September. You would need to
become a member of YSAGS
(55+) and then there is no
charge for the class. Join in the
fun, improve your body and
meet new friends to socialize
with.
Information about
Y.S.A.G.S.
We are a non-profit registered seniors society. Our
membership comes mainly
from the Shawnigan Lake, Mill
Bay and Cobble Hill area. We

meet monthly from September to June with presentations
from our members or guest
speakers. We have special
activities such as Dinners, Bus
trips, Barbeques and Picnics.
We have sub groups that

SHAWNIGAN LAKE VOLUNTEER
FIRE DEPARTMENT

PO Box 201, Shawnigan Lake, BC V0R 2W0
Telephone: (250)743-2096 Fax: (250)743-2096  Non-emergency Telephone: (250)812-8030
Email:shawniganfire@shaw.ca

meet weekly and are led by
group leaders. Examples are
Walking, Woodcarving, Line
Dancing, Photography, Computers, Quilting,Crafts, Chess,
Zumba,Canasta and others.
Other than our $20 annual

membership fee, most activities
are free.
Check out our blog: http://
blog.ysag.ca/ . Contact us by
email: ysagssl@gmail.com
or Phone: 250 743 8344.

LIKE us on FACEBOOK
Follow us on TWITTER

Department Members Attended 9 Calls in October.
Department Officers attended1 burning complaints.
ÌÌ Thursday, Oct 3 – 1st Responder in
the Village
ÌÌ Thursday, Oct 10 – 1st Responder
in Burnum Mobile Home Park
ÌÌ Monday, Oct 14 – 1st Responder
off Cameron-Taggart Rd
ÌÌ Tuesday, Oct 15 – Lift Assist off
Renfrew Rd
ÌÌ Tuesday, Oct 15 – 1st Responder in

Arbutus Mtn Estates
ÌÌ Monday, Oct 21 – Mutual Aid
Vehicle Fire on the Malahat
ÌÌ Friday, Oct 25 – MVI on
Shawnigan Lake Rd
ÌÌ Saturday, Oct 26 – 1st Responder
off Heald Rd
ÌÌ Saturday, Oct 26 – 1st Responder in
the Village

250-743-2122
• BCAA Certified Auto Repair Facility.
• Certified Government Inspection Facility &
Out of Province Inspections.
• Certified Mechanics At The Best Rate.
• Alignment Specialists.
• Tire Sales & Repair.
• Diagnostics for Domestic, Import & All Make Marine Services & Repairs.

Thank You to our Loyal Customers for giving us the highest satisfaction rating with BCAA

Full Service Save-On-Gas Station
Loaner Vehicles and Door-to-Door Service when available.
Call now and make appointment today!

250-743-2122 Located at the 4-way in Shawnigan Lake Village.
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR

ÌÌ Area B Director’s meetings
1st Monday of each month – 7 pm at SL Community Centre
ÌÌ Shawnigan Advisory Planning Commission (APC)
1st Thursday of each month. 7 pm at Inspire Gathering Place
ÌÌ Shawnigan Parks and Recreation Commission
3rd Thursday of each month 6:30 pm at SLCC
ÌÌ Shawnigan Improvement District
2nd Monday of each month 7 pm at #1 Fire Hall
ÌÌ Shawnigan Residents Association (SRA) Board meeting
3rd Tuesday of each month 7pm - www.thesra.ca
ÌÌ Shawnigan Lake Business Association (SLBA)
1st Tuesday of each month 7 pm at the Village Chippery. SLBA Christmas in
the Village - Sunday, December 1 from 5-7
ÌÌ Shawnigan Lake Community Association
4th Monday of each month 7pm. Contact bburr@shaw.ca
ÌÌ Shawnigan Village Development Council
Meeting times TBA. Everyone welcome!

Mason’s Store
Family owned since 1956

ÌÌ Shawnigan Watershed Roundtable
See website for details: www.shawniganwater.org
ÌÌ Inspire! Arts, Culture and Heritage
Inspire! Visioning meeting, November 20th 7-9 pm. Info: woodruffmusic@
gmail.ca Gathering Space hours: M/W/F 11-4: www.inspireshawnigan.com
ÌÌ Young Seniors Action Group (YSAG)
Info at: www.ysag.ca email: ysagssl@gmail.com

Your one-stop convenience store.
We have everything:
Subs & Hot-Dogs - Slush - Instore Bakery - Lottery
Giftware - Greeting Cards - Balloons - Fax & Photocopy
Dry Cleaning - Rug Doctor - Hunting Licenses - Fishing Tackle

1855 Renfrew Road
Ph: 250-743-2144 Fax: 250-743-7883

ÌÌ Shawnigan Lake Museum
Hours: Friday, Saturday, Sunday 11:30-4.
www. shawniganlakemuseum.com email: shawniganlakemuseum@shaw.ca
ÌÌ Shawnigan Scouts
Cubs (8 -10 Years): Each Wednesday, 6:30-8 :00pm SLCC
Scouts (11-14 Years): Each Wednesday, 7:00-9:00pm Discovery School
Venturers (14-17 Years): Mondays after school
Register: William Thow: thow@pacificcoast.net
ÌÌ Ecovillage Event
OUR Zero-Mile Meal Eatery at OUR Advent Feast - Sat. Dec. 7. A skill share
starts at 1pm, followed by a tour, appies, and dinner at 5 with casual holiday
carolling after the local foods feast. www.ourecovillage.org or info@ourecovillage.org
ÌÌ www.exploringshawniganlake.com
ÌÌ Shawnigan Lake Facebook
https://www.facebookcom/groups/129586433786330/



What Is It? Where Is It? Why Is IT?
CONGRATULATIONS: OCTOBER!!!
The winner for October was Ros Cuthbert. The photo showed one of
the “PRIVATE PROPERTY – Video Surveillance – No Trespassing” signs
attached to the docks associated with the controversial subdivision on
Worthington Point.
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F irst correct answer sent to editor@shawniganfocus.ca wins
two Specialty Coffees at Shawnigan House!
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Certiﬁed • Custom
Residential • Commercial

Family owned &
operated since 1948
Call us today for
your free estimate

Call: 250-733-2220
www.PaintingByHart.com

PROFESSIONAL • EXPERIENCED • RELIABLE
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SIA permit status
Where do we stand on the SIA Permit to
dump contaminated fill?

ÌÌ October 4: CVRD applied to the EAB for a stay
of the permit pending the appeal.

All are worth reading for a complete understanding
of the case.

The situation:

ÌÌ October 11: CVRD applied to the Supreme
Court of BC to overturn the permit.

Timeline:

Four words you need to know:
1 Permit - the Ministry of Environment (MoE)
has given SIA a permit to accept contaminated soil,
subject to many conditions.

ÌÌ October 21: MoE noted EAB appeals; said
material in appeals does not change its
view of the permit (within the limits of its
jurisdiction).

2 Appeal - there are currently 5 appeals to the
Environmental Appeal Board (EAB), asking that the
permit be set aside.

ÌÌ October 24: South Island Aggregates (SIA)
asked that the appeal and stay submissions be
confidential.

3 Stay - there are currently 2 requests to the EAB to
prevent SIA from accepting any contaminated soil
until the Appeal has been decided.

ÌÌ October 21 - 24: SIA responded to request
for a stay with several affidavits including one
from the Malahat band in support of the SIA
position.

4 Suit - the CVRD asked the Supreme Court of
BC for an injunction to overturn the permit.
The Dates:
ÌÌ August 21: the MoE awarded the permit.
ÌÌ August 26: the Shawnigan Residents Association
(SRA) appealed the permit to the Environmental
Appeal Board (EAB).
ÌÌ September 11: the SRA asked the EAB for a stay
until the appeal is decided (Lowen Affidavit).
ÌÌ September 12: CVRD notified SIA that a
contaminated soil facility is not a permitted
use of their land.
ÌÌ September 13: CVRD appealed the permit to
the EAB.

ÌÌ October 25: EAB replied that all submissions
are public.
Many of these documents can be found on
the SRA web site. Links to all documents also
at BrentattheFocus.blogspot.com
My picks:
If you only read one or two of these documents,
the most readable and the one that gives you the
best overview of the stay and appeal is the CVRD
filing to the EAB (September 13). Many of the
other documents are more complicated. The
CVRD petition to the Supreme Court (October
11) is the only document that includes reasons for
a permanent injunction based on zoning.

The EAB has a web page listing dates for oral and
written arguments for the various cases it is considering. Neither contains any mention of this case.
Scheduled cases are listed into April 2014. The EAB
appeal could take months. There is currently no
time line for the Supreme Court case.
Tactics:
The SIA submission to the EAB includes the fact
that it has signed contracts to accept contaminated
soil. Those contracts require it to accept that material before the end of this year. SIA argues that these
contracts force the EAB to deny the stay.
The original SIA Mines Permit allowed it to accept
fill for remediation only as actually required for
remediation. SIA stockpiled a mountain of fill on
an adjacent property long before it could be used
in remediation.
My reading of the SIA Contaminated Soil Permit
is that many facilities on the site must be in place
and inspected before any contaminated material is
allowed on the site.
By signing these contracts for deposit of contaminated material before the permit inspections are
complete, and before the EAB appeal process has
been completed, appear to me to be putting the
MoE and the EAB in untenable positions.

Out of town subscriptions available!! info: editor@shawniganfocus.ca
THANK YOU!
The Malahat Nation would like to extend a special thank you to the following sponsors, supporters, friends, artists and volunteers for
their generous contributions towards our First Annual Gala Fundraiser held at the Brentwood College School on November 2, 2013 to
support our Kwunew Kwasun Cultural Resource Centre. The night was a huge success and we raised more than $100,000!

Where We Gather, We Thrive!

INDIVIDUALS and BUSINESS DONORS
We could not have done it without each and every one of you.

ARTIST DONORS
A special thanks to all the artisans
who generously gave so much to
support Malahat Nation.
Alyra Kostiuck (7yrs old)
- logo contest entrant
Andy Thomas
Arthur Vickers
Charlotte Williams
Chic Sampson
Chris Sparrow
Cicero August
Darlene Gait
Darren Blaney
Doug August
Doug Devore
Dwayne Simeon
Dylan Thomas
Edward Joe
Ernie Rice
Ethel Daniels

Francis Harris
Georgia Collins
Gordon Goldsmith
Howard Lafortune
Jan Green
Jessica Chickite
Kathleen Jack
Kathryn Harwood
Keith Point
Lambert Goldsmith
Leola Witt
Louise Reed
Lucas Chickite
Marilyn Modeste
Maynard Johnny Jr.
Moy Sutherland Sr.

Accent Inns
Adrena Line Zipline Adventure Tours
Arbutus Ridge Golf Club
Art Gallery of Greater Victoria
Bamboletta Dolls Ltd
BC Ferries
Best Western Carleton Plaza
Best Western Premier Prestige Ocean Front Resort
Cherry Point Wine
CONTI Evolution
Corine Sagmeister
Cowichan Aboriginal Film Festival
Cowichan Golf & Country Club
Cowichan Press
Days Inn Victoria on the Harbour
Delta Hotel Ocean Pointe Resort
Fairmont Empress Hotel
Gerry Giles
Hemma, Home of Yoga and Acupuncture
Holiday Inn & Suites Downtown
Hospitality Training Plus

Hotel Grand Pacific
Il Terrazzo
IMAX Victoria
Klahoose Nation
Kris Constable
Leola’s Studio
McConnan Bion O’Connor & Peterson Law Corp
Ocean River Adventures
Raven Events and Communications
Rusticana Coffee
Safeway
Serge’s Real Life Driving School
Signology
Special Occasions Party Rentals and Sales
Strong Nations
Studio 4 Athletics
Tigh-Na-Mara Seaside Spa Resort & Conference Centre
Tommy Harry
Valley Vines to Wine
Victoria Royal Hockey Club
Victoria Symphony

SUPPORTERS and FRIENDS
Adam Beach
Andrews-Greene Chartered Accountants
Bob Blacker
Brentwood College School
Capacity Forest Management Ltd
Capital EDC Economic Development Company
Cowichan Aboriginal Film Festival
Excellent Frameworks
FortisBC
Four Points by Sheraton on the Gateway
Good Medicine Group
Harbour Towers Hotel and Suites
Honourable Steven Point
Hospitality Training Plus
Island Savings Credit Union
JFK Law Corp

Kw’umut Lelum Child & Family Services
Malahat Development Authority
Naut’sa mawt Tribal Council
One Feather
Raven Events and Communications
Reed Pope LLP Business Lawyers
Robert Cherniack
Royal Bank of Canada
Salish Strait Seafoods Ltd
Sam Richmond Photography
Semaphore Solutions
Te’mexw Treaty Association
Toro Marketing
Trans Mountain
Wen Lian Aquaculture Company Ltd

VOLUNTEERS
Huy ch q’u Siem Volunteers!
Your tireless efforts made this
evening possible!
Ali
Carol
Caroline
Crystal
Ethel
Jennifer
Jordan
Joyce
Kathleen

Keith
Kirsten
Kristin
Larry
Liam
Rose
Rosie
Suzanne
Theresa
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