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Oh, Shawnigan...true patriot love!

Ken Worth
Cadillac Ski School
Every long running tradition has its start. This

1s what I recall on how our skiing salute to Gana-
da came about...

July Ist, 2000. After a busy morning of water activity,
the bulk of our crew had cleared out. There were just
three of us that remained behind to hold down the
fort until their return -Me, Donna Jackson and Don
Fuller. After an hour or so of soaking up the sun, Don
suddenly piped up, “We should do something”. “Like
what? ““ was the response that shot back at him. Don
replied...”It’s Canada Day. Let’s get going!”

And so we did. Don fired up his boat. We found a
good sized Canadian flag that we ended up tying on to
a broom handle and added some noisemakers brought
back from a sports trip a couple of months prior. Don
drove his boat with the horn going. Donna was in the
back seat with the flag up high, and I was manning the
noisemakers! Off we went from the south end, follow-
ing the shoreline doing a circuit of the lake. It would
appear that we were successful in making a big enough
spectacle with our homegrown celebration, as I recall

people spotting us from their homes and cottages and
immediately they were running down to their wharves
waving and smiling and jumping around, partaking
in our impromptu celebration of Canada. We had no
idea the amount of response our boat tour would cre-
ate that day.

So that’s how the whole show got going. As most of
us know, much has changed since then. In 2001 we
did the same thing but pulled nine skiers behind the
boat and did the circuit again to even greater enthu-
siasm from the residents. We were on to something,
Of course each year the event grew as more people
became aware of the “Canada Day celebration on
Shawnigan Lake” Progress and involvement by many
volunteers has helped to add more boats, skiers, cos-
tumes, occasional float planes, music video, etc...All
this and more is going on and is a result of the pride
involved by all the skiers and residents of Shawnigan
Lake who are proud to show their Canadian colours.

I mentioned the skiers and volunteers and that’s what
this whole event is made up of — a shout out needs to
go to the “Shawnigan South Enders”. This group got
heavily involved with us in the Canada Day festivi-

ties early on. They were putting together their own
mult skier pulls on July st in the mid 90’s. Once they
brought their skiers into the mix, we all enjoyed in-
creased presence, and skill that created great visual
impact. In recent years, the Victoria Aqua Ski Club has
joined the action. With their talent pool, they account
for a good number of the experienced skiers you see
out behind the boats. These two groups have been in-
tegral to the ongoing success of the July 1st celebration.

The entire event is really a fun time for the water ski-
ing community of Shawnigan Lake. Plenty of laughs
for all and good spirits are evident. The skiers and boat
crews alike sharpen their skills while everyone is show-
ing their Canadian pride. We often hear this referred
to as the “boat parade” or something along those lines.
For quite some time now it has been known as the
“100 MAN PULL!” Our Shawnigan record so far? 37
skiers up behind three boats doing the circuit. Doesn’t
100 sound better than 377 We think so! Story telling
is part of the sport!

At any rate, the next time you have a group sitting
around relaxing and someone says “we should do
something”, my advice is to go for it!
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It 1s with sadness that we mark

the passing of Nancy Rose-
borough on June 18, 2016.
Many Shawnigan residents
will remember Nancy as the
loving force behind the “Auld
Kirk Gallery” in Shawnigan.

Nancy and Frank Rosebor-
ough met at Queen’s Uni-
versity, where she completed
her Nursing Science degree.

Nancy Roseborough

ists who contributed to Gal-

Together they raised a family
of five children. The Rosebor-
ough’s had a summer home at
Shawnigan and, in the early
1980s, bought the decommis-
sioned All Saint’s Anglican
Church in the Shawnigan
Village. For two years, they
painstakingly worked to
restore the building to its
former splendor.

The building, and the gal-
lery, became a jewel in the
community where Nancy pro-
moted works of local artists
and artisans. The Auld Kirk
Gallery became the home of
the Shawnigan Artists Group
and significant artists, includ-
ing the late E.J. Hughes, Pat
Martin Bates, Dorothy Ox-
borough and Robert Amos,
were among the talented art-

lery showings. The opening
of the E.J. Hughes Exhibit at
the gallery in 1994, was the
only opening of any of his
shows that Hughes attended.

The Roseborough’s sold
the Gallery after more than
twenty years of enriching the
community, and encouraging
artists of all levels. The build-
ing is now privately owned.

Nancy summed up the
real meaning of the Auld
Kirk Gallery in these words,
“Working within the gallery
is like working in the light
and beauty of life.”

Nancy is survived by
Frank, her husband of 61
years, her firve children and
her twin sister.

Vandalism & Garbage
‘For&o\-loo&& and picnic
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Women’s Ride Day

STOLEN
Jun 20th

It's Bear season!

Dont feed the bears

Keep your garbage
secured.

4th Annual
Canadian

July 17th, 2016

Registration 9am
at Country Grocer

Cobble Hill

Mark your calendar
August 14th
Heritage Fair

Elsie Miles Park

canadianwomensrideday.com

The Focus turned
six in April!
Thank you for
supporting our
community paper
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Bylaw Infraction Public
Meeting

On May 31st, I attended a
meeting along with approxi-
mately 120 residents of our
community. Also in atten-

dance was a number of staff
from the CVRD.

I ' was amazed to hear a state-
ment from the head of the plan-
ning department when he said
that all complaints regarding
Bylaw infractions are prioritized
and dealt with in the appropri-
ate manner.

I did not live in this commu-
nity at the time that the CVRD
was created. However, I do
believe that the CVRD went
mto contract with the citizens
here to provide a certain num-
ber; and quality, of services
in exchange for a portion of
tax dollars collected.

After residing here now for
twenty years, I am still trying
figure out what services the
CVRD are actually provid-
ing, Also, in regards to zoning
infractions, who is the individual
that prioritizes these zoning
violations? Is it the Bylaw
Enforcement Officer, the head
of the Bylaw or the Planning
Department The Area Direc-
tor? Are there certain thresholds
or criteria that must be met? If
so, then I believe that the public
has a right to know just what
they are.

Does a loud stereo trump a
barking dog? Or, an oversized
garden shed trump an over
height fence? Does a rock re-
taining wall along the shoreline
trump a dock that is a naviga-
tional hazard? Does a sawmill
operation trump an automobile
scrap yard? Or, does the CVRD
pick and choose whom they
decide to pursue? If the latter is
the case, then I assure you that
the GVRD is not fulfilling the
contract that they made with
the citizens of this community.

After purchasing a copy of
Zoning Bylaw 985, and read-
ing it thoroughly; I believe that
there were a large number of
people at the May 31st meeting
that are in violation of zoning
Bylaws, including some of the
vocal opponents to the applica-
tion put forward that evening,

I continue to find it somewhat
amazing that people living in
glass houses are still throwing
stones at their good neighbours.

~Bill Savage

Increasing Water Rates
Dear Editor,

Please find a survey regarding
rate increases by Shawnigan
Village Waterworks at wwwisur-
veymonkey.com/r/N639HBF

The purpose is to gather com-
munity thoughts on this topic.
Respondents are anonymous
and collective results are imme-
diately made visible.

I have significant concerns &

questions for our community.

In order to accommodate plant
upgrades, Shawnigan residents
received notice from Shawnigan
Village Wateworks that rates
would be increasing from $84 to
$136, bi-monthly, which is over
a 61% increase.

This increase represents
costs rising from $500 to
over $800/year for water to

drink and bathe.

If; however, one goes over
their quota of water, overage
fees are charged. My own bill
has been over my quota due to
watering my veggies and plants.
I commute out of the commu-
nity 5 days per week! It doesn’t
take much to go over.

By contrast, can consum-
ers benefit from conservation
practices and receive a credit?
It seems only fair that if we
are charged for too much use,
we can curtail our use and then
benefit from conservative water
practices.

How will a 61% increase, to
over $800, affect families that
generally do use more water? If
yowre reading this article, have
you asked what your water bill
was for last year; then multiplied
by an additional 61%? This
could be your projected cost
for water! How will this
increase impact:

*  Families?

*  Retired couples who are
home most of the time?

*  People who work from
home?

*  Stay at home parents?

*  Asaresident, I have
questions & concerns:

Since the plant upgrades will be
happening in three phases,
how can a rate increase also
follow a schedule of phased-
in rate hikes?

How can our bills reflect
both the cost of the new plant
AND the cost of our water?
Consumers are entitled to
transparency regarding for
what we are paying

Once the plant is paid for, that
cost to the consumer should also
come off the bill.

As new homes are built, con-
sumers should see a decrease in
the cost passed onto them for
the plant because the plant cost
will then be distributed across a
larger population base.

How will consumers of
Shawnigan Village Waterworks
be assured this new plant will
be effectively removing all the
possible projected contaminants
from the water, due to the SIA
contaminated soil site?

How will this monitoring of
water from the new plant be
made TRANSPARENT so
that the water we are paying
for will be water that is ac-
ceptable for drinking?

What happens to the plant
we are paying for when the

good folks at Shawnigan Village
Waterworks retire?

Given these concerns, is it fair
to introduce competition into
to see who can deliver transpar-
ently monitored safe drinking
water, at an affordable rate, with
credit given for water conserva-
tion and with accountability for
decreasing costs as the popula-
tion base grows and the building
loan is paid off?

If you'd like to have input on
this topic, please take the survey
at: wwwsurveymonkey.com/r/

N639HBF

~A concerned Shawnigan
Resident

Rates upped for much
needed upgrades.

Dear Editor,

It would be nice if we all lived
in Lake Cowichan. There they
have water, sewer, garbage pick-
up and recycling, that is charged
out once or twice a year by the
town. That’s because they are

a town. Here in Shawnigan
Lake we don’t have that luxury
because we aren’t incorporated.
Now to the meat of the subject.

The Village Waterworks are
upping their rate for much
needed up grades.

The whole system was started
by Mr. Ray Dougan who origi-
nally provided water for a few
people in the village core. Over
the years more and more people
asked to be included which he
obliged. To my understanding
some of these very old pipelines
run through people’s property
mnstead of along the sides of
roads because it was the short-
est route to go from the lake
to the houses.

Now fast forward many, many
years to our current Owners.
The system is very old in some
areas of the village and is in dire
need of newer larger pipes and
increased water pressure. There
are so many houses on it now
that there is a need for more
water towers to store water for
servicing these households. 1
imagine that those poor pumps
run at full capacity everyday
and all day trying to keep up
with the consumption of our
community. The intake in
the lake probably needs to be
moved out further into deeper
waters to be able to keep up
with the demands of our usage.

Unfortunately all of these
changes cost money. Big money.
I'would love to be able to have
my water rates stay the same
however I am not prepared to
go without this vital service.

Time moves on, all things can-
not remain the same as it once
was. So we must accept that all
of these upgrades are necessary
and bite the bullet with the rates
going up. Hopefully it will
be many more years before
the next set of improve-
ments are needed.

~Anna Ruttan

Water rates increase by
approx 61%?!

I sent an email regarding Lid-
stech Ltd.’s request to increase
rates by approx. 61 percent.
The notice indicates this is just
an estimate to upgrade the
system based on initial esti-
mates from the 2013 order to
upgrade. That was over two
years ago. So this means actual
cost could be higher. The notice
makes no indication that this
will be phased in. It also does
not consider adjustments based
on residential growth. Up-
grades also do not factor in any
type of heavy metal filtration
and monitoring as a result of
the toxic soil dump now in the
watershed since the CVRD
order to upgrade.

Residents had until June 15th
to voice their concerns. That
was the date of the rate increase
hearing with the water comp-
troller office. I sent an email
to Sonia Fursteneau as well.
She may have more info in
this regard.

I understand that upgrades
are required. It’s the process that
is being invoked without any
consideration to phase in the in-
crease. Once its there, it stays. It
won'’t reduce once the upgrade
work costs are recovered.

Shawnigan Lake Resident,
Since 1999

Bear Advice
Dear Editor.

I'm glad you asked your readers
to share about bears. I'm from
rural Nelson and have lived
around bears my entire life. 1
might have a few tips! And I do
have a bear story or two.

Since moving here in 2013 1
have had three bear encounters
while hiking around Shawnigan
Lake; once behind Shawnigan
Lake School and twice at the
Quarry on Thain road (once
with a cub). Sharing this info
with other hikers they seemed
to be complacent about this
which always concerns me. My
son-in-law Jeff' was attacked by a
Grizzly bear while at work as a
Forest Technician in the Koote-
nay Lake watershed.

If attacked, black or grizzly,
my first piece of advice I can
offer is FIGHT! Do not run,
do not climb a tree, and do not
play dead; BE BIG and fight for
your life.

(Editor’s Note: Advice can vary. For
example, some experts do advise
playing dead if attacked by a mother
gnzzly defending her cubs.)

Jeff fought with a kick to the
bear’s nose with his cork boots,
and with his partner in range
to fire bear spray, the bear ran
off. Jeff’s work partner was
able to get him under a large
deadfall while she ran a couple
of kilometers to radio for help.
Jeff was seriously injured but he
has survived. Jeffis a recognized
Canadian hero. He stepped in

front of this bear to protect his
female partner; he would not
allow a hunt to kill this bear as
they were on its turf (Reader’s
Digest 2007).

I'still get emotional remem-
bering this. Trust me, you
never want to hear your child’s
voice over the phone telling you
their spouse (or any loved one)
has been seriously attacked by
a bear. This was a grizzly but
please understand that black
bears do attack and have been
known to do a ‘spree attack’ kill-
ing numerous people at a ime.
This occurred in August 1997
at Liard River Hot Springs
Provincial Park.

So, some of the rules on
the farm and while hiking
were adhered to strictly:

We had no garbage pick-
up and had to take our
garbage to a Transfer
Station in Nelson. Nelson’s
mountains are too steep
for a land-fill so garbage is
trucked out.

*  We froze all our food
garbage that was not
compostable and could not
be fed to chickens, dogs or
cats; then bagged it up the
day of the trip to town. If
you have pick-up, put
your garbage can out
that morning.

*  Wash all your food, milk,
juice containers and
wrappers that (now) go into
re-cycling bins.

*  Keep all pet food inside. If
you have livestock like we
did, keep their food inside.
We kept it in the barn in
an old deep-freeze that was
locked. This also helps to
keep the raccoons away.
Both bears and raccoons
are highly dexterous. Bears
are very strong, they could
tip that freezer over trying
to get into it.

*  Hot wire your chicken
coop and rabbit hutches.
We attached a metal panel
to the door and ran a hot
wire to the coop door and
put our rabbit hutches
inside the barn.

*  Shake down all your fruit
trees — some food share
organizations will come
pick your trees.

*  Carry bear spray when
hiking; you may think bear
bells are enough. They
are not! A bear is going to
smell you long before he
hears that bell.

*  Carry your bear spray in
a holster at your hip. If
we are in deep woods; like
the local (Renfrew Road)
Ancient Forest on the
Koksilah, I carry my bear
spray in my hand with the
safety off and my finger
on the trigger. This has
become second nature to
me. My son-in-law could
not get to his bear spray in
time; the bear was on him
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as he was almost ready to
fire the spray and bear bit
right through his hand.

Have control over your

dog, an irritated bear and an
uncontrolled dog add up to
trouble. A bear may chase
your scared dog right back
to you.

On CHEK News I re-
cently saw that there are four
bears in our neighborhood at
Shawnigan Lake. So please do
your best to not attract them.

Attempts to relocate bears are
typically unsuccessful as black
bears seem often able to
return to their home range.
It makes me incredibly sad

to hear another bear has
been shot!

Be Safe and Save a Bear!

~ Joanne Wallace

The looming Climate Refugee crisis

Award winning essay by Mireta
Strandberg-Salmon, Grade 11

The Syrian refugee crisis has been
in the headlines, but many of us don’t
realize that the same problem affects
millions of people around the world.
Last year, 19 million people from over
100 countries were displaced due to
climate change. Every second, one per-
son around the world is forced to leave
their home because of extreme weather
events such as flooding, drought, deserti-
fication, and rising sea levels.

The current Syrian refugee crisis
arose in part due to the long period of
drought from 2006 to 2010 as this re-
sulted in increased food prices, displace-
ment, and indignation toward the Al
Assad regime. Clearly, climate-induced
migration is a real and pressing issue
that is affecting all of humanity today —

yet there is no internationally recognized
policy outlining the definition, rights, or
security of a climate refugee.

Since 2008, climate change has
displaced an average of 26 million
people a year, and is expected to
force the migration of an estimated
half a billion people over the next
hundred years. The increase in the
burning of fossil fuels, resource
extraction, human consumption, and
greenhouse gas emissions is having
adverse effects on the global climate.

Cyclone Pam ravaged the small
island state of Vanuatu in 2015 dis-
placing 3,300 people. There is ongo-
ing desertification across the African
Sahel leading to food insecurity and
displacement of 3.5 million people
to date. These are two examples of
human catastrophes brought on by

climate change.

A key issue that is unresolved is the
definition of a “climate refugee”. The
1951 UN Convention defines refugees
as people who have left their home
country and cannot return due to a
“well-founded fear of being persecuted
for reasons of race, religion, nationality,
membership of a particular social group
or political opinion.” This definition
ignores the plight of climate refugees
— it does not include the families and
communities searching for protection
from the onslaught of climate change.
Refugees seeking asylum from extreme
weather events and the effects of global
warming are not guaranteed the same
legal protections, rights, safety, and secu-
rity as those escaping war and persecu-
tion. This is wrong. Those forced to flee
their homes and communities face many

risks, including discrimination, exploita-
tion, violence, lack of access to public
services and employment, poverty and
the loss of family ties.

While climate change was the focus of
the recent Paris conference, the unsteady
futures of those living in areas vulner-
able to the impacts of climate change
were not addressed in the final climate
change agreement.

The looming climate refugee crisis
demands the attention of countries, gov-
ernments, and communities worldwide.
An international, collaborative response
is necessary to reduce the impacts of
climate change on developing countries,
and to ensure the futures of those facing
extreme environmental hazards. By pur-
suing early measures now, society can
avert an otherwise inevitable collective
crisis. We all stand to benefit.

We’re going to the Philippines and we need your help

Taryn Treloar
International Association
or Tt mnsformatwn

My name is Taryn Treloar
and I am 32 years old with an
almost 5 year old son named
Declan and a pug named Dax.

I'have been an active com-
munity member in Shawnigan
Lake for the last five years. 1
volunteer with the local paper
doing the layout (The Shawni-
gan Focus) and I am a volunteer
and board member with a local
charity, International Associa-
tion for Transformation (IAT).

For Declan’s birthday party
this year, instead of gifts, he
would like to receive donations
from friends, family and local

help impoverished children and
orphans. We will also meet our
sponsor son, Dwanny. (If un-
foreseeable events occur that prevent us
from going, all of owr fundraising will
go directly to IAT to sponsor children
in the Philippines.)

Over the last four years De-
clan has been going to daycare
at Starchild Centre in Cobble
Hill. This place is wondrously
beautiful and spiritual. Such an
emphasis is placed on nurtur-
ing children’s individual needs
and creativity as well as loving
and respecting nature. These
values come from the owners of
the childcare centre, David and
Petra Durrance.

While visiting the Philippines

businesses to take with us when ~ in 1973, David began spon-

we head to to the Philippines soring a number of orphans
in December for a month with ~ at schools and universities. In
other IAT board members to 1979, Petra, an orphan who

So much more Than

Fish'N'Chips!
The Village Chippery has over
20 burgers to choose from.
But it doesn't stop there!

@ Try our wraps, quesadillas, chicken, hot dogs,
chili, chowder, rice bowls and more!

We;aim to please ... everyone!

8o
O UR. ECOVILVAGE
Now on our menu . . .

= Summer Big Meal Salads for Healthy Apperites
featuring local produce from O.U.R. Ecovillage!

OPEN DAILY 11-7:30

LUNCH ® DINNER ® LICENSED
DINE-IN ® TAKE-AWAY

250 929 8886

MENU ONLINE @ www.villagechippery.com
2740 Dundas Road, Shawnigan Village
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lageChippery
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David had sponsored through
nursing school, graduated with
the intentions of assisting others
like herself. Bonded through a
shared belief that destiny had
brought them together to help
others, the couple establish
IAT as a non-denomination,
non-profit organization that
provides sponsorship and
development programs for
children in the Philippines.

Once learning David and
Petra’s story, I was interested in
supporting this important cause.
David and Petra noticed my
interest in being involved in IAT]
wherein they asked if' I would
like to join their board. I was
officially elected as Secretary
Treasurer in April 2016.

Who is IAT?

Founded in 1979 as a non-profit
service society, and based in Mill
Bay, British Columbia, Canada,
IAT has had ongoing programs
in Canada and the Philippines
for the past 36 years.

Child Support:

IAT"s Sponsorship Program,
since its beginning in 1980, has
focused on assisting orphans
and the poorest of the poor -
those whose parents or guard-
ian’s major concern is, “How
am I going to feed my children
tomorrow?”

IAT"s focus is upon a holistic
and sustainable approach to de-
velopment and Youth empow-
erment. As a result IAT now
has young program graduates in
more than 50 villages in several
areas of the Philippines.

IAT’s primary focus:
*  Multicultural Youth

Development and

Leadership Training

* Environmental Protection
and Restoration

* Tropical Agriculture and
Organic Farming,
IAT Mission:

1o raise the awareness of humanity
concerming global conditions and to
support its efforts toward creating a
peaceful, pollution-free world wnth an
abundant standard of lving for all.

What will Declan and I be

doing in the Philippines:

*  Providing support to IAT
staff on the compound and
in remote villages

*  Updating existing structures
and determining future
structural goals

*  Meeting our sponsor son,
Dwanny

*  Sharing culture

Our ‘kickofl” fundraising
event is on Sunday, July 10th
and we’re hoping to raise
$5000.00 before we head to

the Philippines in December.

Declan, myself and IAT
would be thrilled if you would
consider sponsoring our charity
and/or our upcoming fund-
raising event. 'This event is
a huge opportunity for us to
bring awareness to this amaz-
ing cause.

We are seeking money
donations, goods and
gift certificates/cards
Jor our fundraising
event.

~Taryn & Declan

GOFUNDME.COM/
TARYN-DECLAN

http://wwwiatcan.org
250-885-3025
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Shawnigan Director’s Report - Area B

Sonia Furstenau
“Area Director

Summer is truly here. Long
hot days punctuated with
swims, bike rides, berry pick-
ing, jam making, eating salads
from the garden, and finding
some shade to recline in with
a good novel all capture the
essence of summer for me. I
also find summer to be an
occasion for reflection — with
school ending for the kids
and a little more time avail-
able for rest, it seems that
there are more opportunities
both for looking back and
looking ahead.

It has been quite a year for
Shawnigan, as we’ve made it
abundantly clear that we are
a community determined to
have a say in our own future.
Many times this past year
I’'ve commented that we’re
punching well above our
weight, raising the issue of an
unwanted contaminated soil
landfill at the headwaters of
our watershed to a provincial
and national level. Many
across Canada have recog-
nized the force of our deter-
mination, and Shawnigan is
increasingly seen as a model
for effective and sustained
community organization.

Many of the teams that were
created in December, and
which form the Save Shawni-
gan Water Community Action
Group, remain very active.
The fundraising team had a
very busy spring, culminating
with the ‘Culinary War on the
Lakeshore’, attended by over
500 people! The research and
visual communications teams
continue to diligently collect
and compile information.
The print communications,
social media, and the com-
munity outreach teams have

found new ways to get our
story out, and get people
engaged. We are clearly a
community that has decided
to work together, and stick
together.

Teams are always look-
ing for new members and
volunteers — contact me at
soniafurstenau@gmail.com if
you would like to get more in-
volved, and I will direct you to
the appropriate team leader.

We continue to await a
decision from Justice Sewell
in the Shawnigan Residents
Association Judicial Review
case, which was heard in BC
Supreme Court in January
and February.

The landfill owners and op-
erators have submitted an ap-
peal of Justice McKenzie’s de-
cision, which ruled in favour
of the CVRD and found that
a contaminated landfill is not
a permitted land use at the
site on Stebbings Road. The
dates scheduled for the appeal
hearing are August 17 — 19.
The operators were granted
a partial stay of McKenzie’s
injunctions, and have been
importing contaminated soil,
as well as constructing a sec-
ond cell at the site — however
the stay ends at the time of
the appeal hearing,

Hang in there, Shawnigan.
We’ve come a long way, and
we knew from the beginning
that it was not going to be
an easy victory — but we will
ultimately succeed, and we
will continue to work together
for the long-term protection
of our watershed.

Much has been happening
on other fronts as well.

The Shawnigan Village
Committee has diligently

worked through a few years of
input into the community’s vi-
sion for Elsie Miles Park, and
in June they made presenta-
tions to both the Shawnigan
Community Centre Commis-
sion and the Shawnigan Parks
Commission. The commis-
sions were very receptive, and
the staft at CVRD will now
collaborate to bring a propos-
al back to the community for
a final round of consultation
with the community. Watch
for the opportunity to contrib-
ute to this process in Septem-
ber, as we put the final prepa-
rations in place before budget
season. This sets the stage for
revitalization and renewal of

Elsie Miles Park in 2017!

Another issue getting a great
deal of attention in the com-
munity is safety — both on the
roads and on the water. A
group of concerned residents
is working to bring stake-
holders and decision mak-
ers together for discussions
around how we can make
our roads and community
safer for all — check out the
Shawnigan Lake Safety Think
Tank facebook page if you
would like to contribute to the
online conversation. I will
aim for a community meeting
in September to bring in as
many voices as possible to this
important conversation.

Please remember to slow
down and be careful. There
are many more pedestrians
and cyclists on the roads dur-
ing the summer months, and
we all need to do our best to
make the community safe for
everyone.

Another important issue fac-
ing us are the drought condi-
tions on Vancouver Island
right now. Aquifers, streams,
rivers, and lakes are all below

normal levels, and it looks like
we’re going to have another
hot, dry summer. While it
can seem that the lake is an
abundant source of water, we
have to remember systems
are connected, and that it

is incumbent on all of us to
be mindful of our water use,
and to adhere to the water
restrictions. Stage 2 water
restrictions are currently in
place throughout the CVRD
(with some systems at stage 3).
Details available here: cvrd-
newnormalcowichan.ca

Finally, I am often finding
myself wanting to have more
balance in my own life — as
I'm sure almost all of us are.
With the return of the warm,
dry weather I have been out
on my bicycle a lot more. I'm
partially motivated by the MS
Bike Ride taking place July
23rd and 24th, which is hosted
by Shawnigan Lake School.
The tour is called the “Co-
wichan Valley Grape Escape”

as the cycling routes take riders
to a variety of wineries, farms,
and artisans, then back to the
school for a feast and a dance
on Saturday evening. On
Sunday, cyclists make their
way around Shawnigan
Lake, then out to the Kinsol
Trestle — an opportunity for
hundreds of people to see
up close the beauty of our
lovely community.

I will be participating in
the MS Bike Ride this year —
and registering as part of the
Save Shawnigan Water team.
Please consider joining me for
what looks like an amazing
weekend — go to MShike.ca for
more information.

Balance also includes some
time off, which means that I
will spend some time away
with my family, recharging
and preparing for what will
surely be a busy and interest-
ing fall.

Happy summer, Shawnigan.

Quality
Consistency
Value

Experience
the
Difference!

Saturday, July 9 & Sunday, July 10

GREAT In-Store SPECIALS In-House 3 0 %
Sample a variety of local products! Freezer Packs OFF

b3 ik HOURS
778 356 33 Tuesday thru Friday 10-6
4 f Sunday - NOWOPEN 10-5
likeuson... Monday CLOSED

Steers Meat Shop offers a variety of great products to make
your local shopping experience an awesome one!

2740 Dundas Road www.steersmeatshopltd.com

Shawnigan Weather June 2016

State courteay of UVic Weather Network ~ compiled by Grant Treloar

BC PROVINCIAL WATER SKI

CHAMPIONSHIPS
@ Shawnigan Lake - August 6 & 7

3 EVENTS

Slalom x Trick x Jumping

Saturday (Aug 6) 7:00 to 4:00

Sunday (Aug 7) 7:00 to 2:00
AWARDS TO FOLLOW

Competition Registration * - $35 for one Event
(S5 for each additional Event)

é 3 Cigarmaker’s Discovery Museum Elford Road
T —— June Bay School
Stats
& 2016 2015 | 2016 | 2015 | 2016 | 2015 | 2016 | 2015
Normal High 19.6 22.9 26.3 21.4 24.7 21.7 25.3 21.9 24.3
Normal Low 9.7 10.9 11.8 10.3 11.1 11.1 12.4 10.9 11.7
HT‘g';fst 35.6 34.4 35.0 32.3 34.1 33.3 35.2 31.5 34.0
Lowest
Temp 0.0 5.7 8.2 4.8 7.0 5.8 8.2 5.5 7.5
Precipitation 40.2 26.4 5.0 25.3 2.7 26.2 3.2 25.8 4.0
Days w precip 10 10 2 7 2 8 2 8 2
Precip since
o s 644.9 690.8 | 530.4 | 732.9 | 506.2| 616.0 | 4475| 7142 | 4920
Since 1914: 12" warmest 42" wettest
Lake Temperature: June 5%: 19° June 12™: 19° June 19*™: 17° June 26 21°
Lake Level Change: June 5™: Ocm June 12%":-2.5cm June 19":-2.5cm  June 26%:-1cm

"You give but little when you give of your possessions.

It is when you give of yourself that you truly give - Kahil ¢ibran

* WSWBC Registration/Membership - REQUIRED *
(S40 for Water Ski Wakeboard BC Registration/Membership)

Competitors please register Friday evening (Aug 5) from 6
(or online @ http://WSWBC.org (Water Ski and Wakeboard BC)

FREE ADMISSION
2586 Lavinia Road

(off Munsie Road)

SILENT AUCTION *» WATER-SKI EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

Victoria  Aqua Ski Club HOSTED BY
/ .
3/ VICTORIA AQUA  ___ WSWBL—
SKI CLUB
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Shawnigan Lake (Area B)

Parks Commission

by Gaileen Flaman

The most recent Parks and
Recreation Commission
meeting was a goodie with
input and action from various
members of the community.
The first delegation was the
Shawnigan Village Commit-
tee with a community-driven
conceptual proposal for the
development of Elsie Miles
Park. The Parks Commission
has marked this as a priority
project with the support of the
CVRD Parks Department. In
early spring, 2012, Bruce Iraser,
then Area B Director, created
the Shawnigan Village Com-
mittee (SVC) to bring ideas
together for the Village as a
whole and to create a vision

for a Village Green park on

the grounds. Since then, there
has been consultation and
design work done with architect
Christine Lintott through 2012
and 2013, with storyboards on
display in the Shawnigan Lake
Community Centre for feed-
back. Then, in 2015 Co-design
consulting facilitated significant
public visioning at the Shawni-
gan Gathering with 80-100
people participating. Other
events include InspireFest, Poet-
ryFest and a village Placemak-
ing event encouraging further
public participation, adding to
the list of desirable “wants and
do’s” for the property:.

The current vision ensures
the space is welcoming to all

teky

TECHNICAL SERVICES

INC

@l

Need help with your technology challenges?
That’s what we do.

- Onsite service and drop off at our store in Valleyview Centre

- New and used computers, parts, and peripherals

- Help with and repair of smart phones and tablets

- Parts and service for home entertainment and security systems
- Tutoring, workshops, or classes

- Website design, hosting, and domain registrations

- Books, promotional materials, and logos brought to press-ready

jm}

Omnsite solutions for home and business

Cowichan Valley Phone Number: 250-929-5333

Visit us in Valleyview Centre
17 - 1400 Cowichan Bay Road, Cobble Hill, BC

=)

ages encouraging educational,
imaginative and leisure activi-
ties with a green and sustain-
able design that is inclusive and
open-ended. Design elements
include infrastructure to sup-
port special events; artwork;
natural play elements; native
plant landscaping; and a
large timber multipurpose
structure, as well as other
components. When the
Commission reconvenes

in mid-September, it will
decide on a final conceptual
plan and present it to the
public for final input through-
out October.

A second delegation re-
minded us of the need for risk
assessment, and safety features,
in and around our parks. The
residents in the neighbourhood
of Galland Park expressed con-
cern of speeding vehicles using
the road alongside the park.

It seems it’s not the residents
so much as the commercial
vehicle drivers attending to
construction sites beyond the

Follow us
on Twitter
LIKE vs on

Facebook

A quality private school education
at a place where you matter

$462 per month

tuition for grade 7-10 day students

Visit dwightcanada.org/cele

RJ Watch for our new look
¥ coming soon!

2371 Shawnigan Lake Road | 250.929.0506 | admissions@dwightcanada.org
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neighbourhood that seem to be
the offenders. Measures being
looked into include signage for
the park, painted curbs and a
split rail fence. In the mean-
time, residents and those guests
to our homes can be reminded

some trails in Mount Baldy
Park, our most recently ac-
quired park. Francis Kelsey
Secondary is planning the
project as part of its cur-
riculum, for students to both
learn about trail-building

of the need to slow down in
playground areas.

and then practically apply-
ing what they have learned.
The Parks and Recreation Commas-
ston continue lo hold meetings that
are open lo the public on the third

Thursday of every second month at
7pm at the SLCC.

Lastly, an announcement
made by Area Director Sonia
Furstenau has the Commission
excited for the potential of a
school-driven project to create

Discovery
Elementary

School

Allison Vliet (aged 12)
@iscovery eam.

Discovery Elementary’s grounds have many different ter-
rains. This includes a big variety of different options you
may choose from! In my opinion, the most popular feature
1s most likely the mound. The mound has many trees,
from small to large and it includes ledges for forts from the
tree roots and rock ledges for you to safely climb.

The sand pit is another option you may choose. It is
a very large pit full of sand! Here you may build sand
mounds, sand castles and a very popular thing kids do is to
dig, aiming for clay and water. In winter snowstorms, we
sled down the hill to the sandpit.

Discovery has a fruit and vegetable garden, a flower
garden, and a memorial garden as well as flowering orna-
mental trees to provide shade for reading or sitting to visit
with friends on the benches at the cemented front entrance
alongside the bus lanes.

We recently replaced the old wood playground with a
new metal playground that is safer in the winter and there
are no splinters. The wood one has gone on to a dryer
climate in a poor country for a second life, thanks to the
Rotary Club. The new playground has attracted many
children and includes a wheelchair accessible rocker.

Then, of course there is the field. The field is about 100
meters across. We split it in half at lunch with one side for
Kindergarten to grade 3 kids to play and the other half for
grades 4-7. There, we play soccer, capture the flag, and
other games.

'To end my description, we have the swamp for pond
studies and a wooded area that currently has existing
nature trails being cleared for forest walks with classes
or outdoor clubs. If you would like a tour of the school
or school grounds, please contact the school office at
250-743-3291.
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Provincial Water Ski Tournament
comes to Shawnigan in August

Lee Curtis
President gf the Victoria
illclua Ski Club

The BC Provincial Water Ski
Championships take place at
the Victoria Aqua Ski Club
site August 6 and 7. There
will be competition for all age
categories in slalom, jump-
ing, and trick. Spectators are
welcome both days and events
start early to take advantage
of better water conditions. It
would be greatly appreciated
if spectators in boats create no
wakes to give the competitors
flat water. A lot of ski tourna-
ments are currently held on
man-made lakes to eliminate
wake problems, but our local
club, the VASC, does not have
that luxury. Rough water is
dangerous for competitors
and makes fair competition
more difficult. Please do
your utmost to help the com-
petitors by staying clear of
the slalom course and jump
when spectating.

The Victoria Aqua Ski
Club is celebrating its 59th
anniversary this year and it
is one of the oldest continu-
ously operating water ski clubs
in Canada. Itisa club that
celebrates skiing and has
brought several competitors

to national and international
podiums. VASC'’s founding
members say that their com-
mon love for water-skiing and
strong friendships gave them
the idea to begin the club. Its
started as the Victoria Out-
board Club and most skiing
took place on the ocean and
Elk Lake. The club eventually
ended up on Shawnigan Lake
and took up temporary resi-
dence in what is now Old Mill
Park. A few years later when
a three-acre parcel of land
became available at the north
end of the park, nineteen
members decided to purchase
it and together they moved
the club and began develop-
ing the site. They formed the
Victoria Aqua Ski Coopera-
tive that provides a permanent
home for the Victoria Aqua
Ski Club.

The VASC was born when
water-skiing was a new and
glamorous sport. A post-war
generation was thrilled to
watch adventurous men and
women slalom ski while pow-
erfully throwing up rooster
tails and often crashing in the
course or off the ski jump.
Members were pioneers in
building and mastering slalom
courses and ski jumps. They

were excited about inventing
other “contraptions” to ride
as well, such as trick-skis and
discs. They enticed others to
join in on the fun and learn
how its done. Now the club
remains strongly involved in
the BC competitive water
skiing sports organization;
WSWBC and some members
travel to tournaments through-
out Canada, the US, Australia
and other countries hosting
International competitions.

In its heyday the VASC
brought pride and excitement
to the people of Vancouver
Island through its water-skiing
demonstrations. In the early

Shawnigan Lake Watch

Group -

Last month’s article focused on
respectful use of the lake with a
list of items for all users to keep
in mind.

In June, the Lake Watch
Group (Ian Gellatly, Tim
Parker; Grant Treloar) met with
Director Sonia Furstenau and
Rob Conway , Manager, De-
velopment Services at CVRD.
Updating the Lake Regulation
signs at the boat launches
and entrances to the Village
to include information about
large wave/wash activity was
discussed.

In addition, there was conver-
sation about placement of large
buoys in key areas where large
wave/wash should be avoided.

Funding for these items and
approval by the CVRD is still to
be approved, but there is hope
to have this completed soon.

As has been mentioned, the
goal is RESPECTTUL activity
by all users who use the lake for
recreation:

*  Non-powered boats have
the right-of-way at all tmes
—yield and give plenty

update

of space to sailboats,
kayaks, rowboats,
paddlers and canoes.

*  Boat drivers are responsible
for any damage to shore
property and wharves
(subject to $400 fine) —
see below for suggested
zone use guidelines to
reduce damage.

*  Loud stereos are a violation
of local noise bylaws —
enjoy your music, but the
rest of the community does
not want to hear it. Keep
your volume reasonable.
Noise travels easily over
a flat surface and can
be heard from a long
distance away.

*  Maximum speed limit 30
metres or less from shore 1s

10 km/hr

*  Large wave activity (at least
100 metres from shore)
(Water-skiing is not affected
by this boundary)

Large wave/wash activity
should be restricted to
the safe zone area (light
coloured) on the attached
map of Shawnigan Lake.

Large wave activity causes
considerable damage to
both private property
and to the lake foreshore,
where natural vegetation
is being eroded.

%  Under federal law, boat
operators who cause
damage to property are
subject to a $400 fine.

Your comments for support or
otherwise are welcome to the
following address: shawnigan-
lakewatchgroup@gmail.com

LOW WAKE
ZONE

O
SAFE ZONE for
Surf/Wakeboats

years the ski club was asked

to showcase skiing at the Oak
Bay Tea Party and Qualicum
Beach, by performing kite fly-
ing, over and under acts and
clown acts. The club partici-
pated in Buccaneer Days and
also had a float in the Victoria
Day parade.

Today the Victoria Aqua Ski
Club remains strong. There
are lots of children entering
competition and membership
has grown. Members have
improved their well-used club-
house and the waterfront is
inviting with well-maintained
docks and a safe swimming
area all looking out over

PUTTINGYOUR BEST SMILE FORWARD!

beautiful Shawnigan Lake.

The club is currently prepar-
ing for the provincial tourna-
ment that takes place on Au-
gust 6th and 7th. Registration
is at the site on Friday evening
at 6 pm or on-line at Water
Ski Wakeboard BC. If you
wish to watch, and join in the
fun, spectators are welcome.
There will be a concession,
silent auction, and raffle.
Head south from Shawnigan
Village to Munsie Road, The
site is at 2586 Lavinia Road.
Parking is very limited so
please park on Shawnigan
Lake Road and walk the
short distance to the site.

ENTURIST INC,

BUS: 250.743.3311
Fax: 250.743.0737

Valleyview Centre
#18-1400 Cowichan Bay Rd.
Cobble Hill, BC VOR 1L3

HARMONY TAILORS

Shawnigan Lake

Repairs & Alterations
Custom Creations
Fine Dress Making

Drt. Mackenzie Brooks

250-888-0517
Dr@DrMackenzieBrooks.com
www.DrMackenzieBrooks.com

Dr. Mackenzie Brooks
Registered Psychologist
is pleased to announce
the opening of an office in the
Shawnigan - Mill Bay area.

Now with 2 offices to serve you,
Oak Bay and Shawnigan Lake.
Please call or e-mail for a prompt
and confidential reply.

Professional Services
include :
e Counselling
e Coaching
e Organizational Development
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OUR

Ecovillage

HALF SEASON LOCAL FOOD BOX - AND FARM
FRESH EGGS!!

Locally grown food is, without a doubt, a treasured com-
modity in the Cowichan Valley. With awareness and pride,
we are striding forth with enthusiasm and dedication to the
food security on the island, and in our regions. We've still
got a long way to go, and each of us makes a difference
with our daily choices!

OUR Ecovillage takes food security to the next level as
we work with educators from around the world to inspire,
educate and facilitate food production. The Ecovillage
embraces the learning process equally with the outcome.
Each year we welcome an abundance of participants to
come and develop their skills in growing food and rais-
ing livestock.

The food produced at OUR Ecovillage is put to very
good use! The many learners in OUR Farm School, as well
as visitors and staft], are well fed with as much locally grown
food as possible from the Zero Mile Eatery.

As we harvest, the top crops are set aside and designated
to our Community Shared Agriculture (CSA) program.
Weekly, from June 2nd to October 13th, we fill our GSA
boxes with a delicious and fresh diversity of produce. We
offer The Veggie Box, filled with fresh produce, as well as
The Lifestyle Box, which also includes eggs, meat, pre-
serves and a variety of delights each week. Come and pick
up your box, meet the people who grew the food and see
the chickens that laid the eggs!

OUR CSA is a fantastic way to fill your fridge with an
abundance of weekly food, while simultaneously support-
ing local agriculture and new farmers! We are grateful for
the community support. For more information, please con-
tact us at grow-food@ourecovillag.org or visit our website
www.ourecovillage.org

WARMLAND

MEDICINAL CANNABIS CENTRE

£y

il \ >

Located in Pioneer Square Mall
Phone: 250.929.5588 | Fax: 250.929.5596
Email: info@warmlandcentre.ca

Web: www.warmlandcentre.ca

Hours: Weekdays 11-6, weekends 12-5

——— = =

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK - FOLLOW US ON TWITTER

ADVERTISE N THE SHAWNIGAN FOCUS.
DISTRIBUTION 3000+ ADS@SHAWNIGANFOCUS.CA

8 SHAWNIGAN FOCUS

Waters

Shelagh/Shemama
Bell-Irving
Sﬁawnigan Resident

Another way of
growing our food

In May 2014 I received my
Permaculture Design Cer-
tificate at OUR Ecovillage in
Shawnigan Lake.

Growing up on Shawnigan
Lake, I had been taught by
my Grandmother, who it
turns out was a permacultur-
alist , to work with nature and
protect our water - hence my
passion fighting the Con-
taminated Soil Landfill on
Stebbings Road over the last
four years. As a result, I have
become interested in solutions
for bio-remediating contami-
nated water.

I had been researching
cattails for cleaning our lake
water and also wanted a veggie
garden, but it was not possible
on our rocky moss covered
property. I looked to the wa-
terfront and had a thought ...
floating gardens. My nephew
Jonathan Noakes and our per-
maculture team built a cattail
garden and a container garden
that floats on a dock submerged
in the water. Our gardens are
self watering and get full sun.

Gardens

The food crops are abun-
dant and my cucumbers were
huge. I now have three gardens
for veggies and two for water
cleaning plants. I recently
built a floating wetland out of
Scotch Broom - I call these
“Broom Booms™!

I took broom in flower and
cut them down and bundled
them up like a sage bundle; I
put three empty recorked wine
bottles in each boom for floata-
tion; I pulled the broom apart
and stuffed in cattails, hardack,
skunk cabbage, grasses,
comfrey, and then bundled
several together with willow
branches (Willow bio-accu-
mulates heavy metals).

These Broom Booms are
water cleaners and will restore
our shoreline water plants that
drowned with the higher lake
levels caused by government
regulated management of the

outflow weir. People around
the lake could build these and

attach to their docks and/or

shorelines to help clean our
water and absorb toxins.
They also break up the large
wakes and protect the shore-
line from erosion.

I have a huge strawberry
garden and grew cantaloupes
last year along with tomatoes,
squash, pumpkins, peppers,
potatoes and lots of herbs.
Gardens floating on our water
are creating little eco-systems
for bugs, frogs, dragonflies and
fish underneath. No fertilizer
is needed (nor should any be
applied!) as our lake is high in
nutrients that the plants love
and remove from the water.

Instead of bringing the water
to the food we brought food to
the water. The Aztecs called
them Chinampas and it is an
ancient way of food cultivation.

Please feel free to look at “Stll
Water Gardens” from the water
or stop by 1784 E Shawnigan
Lake and see them.

“The power to make a
difference is in your hands”

We could win up to $100,000!

September October
19 6

Launch Submissions
Submissions open close

Kelly Musselwhite

Executive Director for the S ﬁawm’gan Ba-

sin Society

Last year the Shawnigan Basin Society put
forward a submission to the Aviva Community

Timeline of events

October October
1 28

Voting opens Voting closes

‘iiiiiiib
7

Finalists
announced

December
[]

Winners
announced

support a public engagement initiative regarding

our recently acquired scientific ecosystem-based

conservation plan. This project is intended to

involve the entire community as — together —we
move toward holistic watershed management.

Funding Program entitled Foreshore to Forest:
Restoring Shawnigan Lake’s Watershed and
with the help and support of our community, we
won $5000! This funding has been earmarked
for a FREE Ecological Restoration Workshop

to be lead by acclaimed expert Dave Polster on
September 24 and 25. Day #1 will be in class
learning at the Village Watershed Office while
Day #2 will offer an opportunity to put those
learned techniques to use in a field project at the
foreshore of the Shawnigan Provincial Park. If
you are interested in participating, please contact
Kelly Musselwhite at luvlife@shaw.ca to register.

Everyone is welcome!

Our opportunity to win again is approaching
and the Shawnigan Basin Society, on behalf of
our community, needs your help!

This year we will put forward a submission to
Aviva using the same title, which is the premise
of all our work, but will seek funds specifically to

By sharing integrated local knowledge with sci-
ence, we can further our understanding of the
Shawnigan watershed and determine where

best to protect, conserve, and restore our upland
forests, urban forests, and lakeside properties in
an effort to secure the hydrological integrity of
our watershed and in turn, clean and abundant
drinking water for approximately 12,000 people
in perpetuity!

On-line voting will begin on October 11
and will close October 28. Voters are asked
to submit their vote supporting our applica-
tion once a day. The application with the most
votes wins!

More information will be provided in the com-
ing ocus editions so stay tuned...

The Basin Society is also thrilled to announce
we have a new website! Check out how we work,
who we are, and what we do, as well as our successes
and projects at Shawniganwater. org
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Take A Hike!

Robyn Massy
Sﬁawnigan Focus

It’s summer - so let us take

a little visit to the famous
Salt Spring Island Farmer’s
Market” mixed with a lovely
hot day and sprinkle in a
trip up Mount Maxwell for a
fulfilling day.

This was my first experience
of the eclectic market - it was
chaotic and I loved it. With
an astounding number of
vendors providing so much to
peruse, poke and taste, it was
impossible to decide where to
start or when to end.

After a satistying market
venture and sushi lunch we
went off in search of the
Mount Maxwell Provincial
Park and its well-known
viewpoint. From the market
we headed up the hilly Cran-
berry Road with its beautiful
homes, farms, and acreages.
The road then shifted into a
4X4er’s glory. Our driver,
brave gal, gave it a go for
quite some time, however not
being a 4X4 driver, or in one,
she pulled over, parked and

advised grabbing our packs
and hiking the rest.

The road continued to be
fairly steep, gravelly, and
full of charming tire sized
ruts. Lucky for us it was a
beautifully hot day and we
were completely under the
shady protection of the forest
canopy. Yes, a few cars passed
us on our trek upwards — but
I am convinced that they were
park regulars and knew the
road intimately - besides we
LOVE hiking!

There are a variety of trails
in the park, including a 2km
interpretive trail along the
west ridge from park entrance
to the viewpoint. We natu-
rally stuck to the road because
we knew it was the straight-
lined path for our first visit.
We saw western red cedar,
Douglas fir, alder, and arbutus
trees. Nearer the ground were
salal, ocean spray, bracken
fern, blackberry and huckle-
berry. After about an hour
of upward hoofing we were
pleased to see the parking
area and the potty (plenty of

water was consumed).

Scattered picnic tables and
benches in the cool shade
beckoned us, but we came for
the view and headed to the
left toward a fenced outcrop
overlooking the Southeast,
showcasing a beautiful val-
ley, nestled farmlands, and
Fulford Harbour. Following
along the chain link up and
over to the right brings you to

Baynes Peak with a handsome
sight of Sansum Narrows and
other islands and channels.
Baynes Peak is the highest
point on Mount Maxwell at
1975 feet. On a great eye-
sight day (or with binocs) you
can see Mount Baker, the San
Juan Islands, and the Olympic
Mountains. Oh, and the
main viewing area IS fenced
for our safety and thank
goodness as it’s a loooooong

way down!

Read this: Capt. H. West-
morland “Climbing Face of
Maxwell Mountain.” Daily
Colonist [Victoria, B.C.]
(September 10, 1922), an
epic adventure of two men
climbing up the face of
Mount Maxwell.

JOIN US! Find photos of our
adventures on Facebook at
The Om Tree.

Book Review

Marcy Green
Sﬁawnigan Focus

The Girl in the Spider’s Web

by David Lagercrantz
Published by Penguin Canada
Translation copyright 2015 by George Goulding

It’s summertime and what better book to take
to the beach than a good Swedish thriller?

If you read the three books in the Millenni-
um Series by the late Steig Larsson, who died
of a heart attack in 2004, you might be curious
to see what direction a different author takes
in writing the fourth book. Larsson’s publisher
gave the assignment to David Lagercrantz,
who 1s a respected and acclaimed author in his
own right. Although there is still some contro-
versy over an unfinished manuscript owned by
Larsson’s partner, I think this latest book about
the escapades of Lisbet Salander and Mikael
Blomkvisk carries the story forward very well.

While the plot twists and turns and many
new characters are introduced, there 1s still
enough explanation given to guide the reader
through the multiple layers of spy and law
enforcement agencies, a hacker’s circle, and a
criminal network called the Spider Society.

There is even a long-missing twin sister of
Lisbeth, her nemesis, who works against her
and plots her destruction. Several familiar
minor characters are reinstated and, together
with the Swedish landscape, place names and
cold wintry weather, provide a good continuity.

However, the story is always about the two
very different main characters, Salander and
Bloomkvisk. Salander is dark, tormented and
scarred by her childhood experiences. Howev-
er, she retaliates by fighting against those who
she sees as corrupt and in power, particularly
within the realms of industrial espionage. In
this story she encounters quantum computing
and ASI (Artificial Super Intelligence), and,
with her fierce intelligence, is able to master
and decipher all that she needs in order to
keep the criminal element off balance. She
remains an enigmatic, dangerous woman
with no remorse for hurting those she deems
deserving of punishment.

Bloomkvisk is also a crusader, but he
exposes corruption through his writing and
work in a prestigious, well-known journal.
Sometimes, as in this case, he gambles his
good name on following an elusive lead,
ignoring criticism and the prospect of his
magazine going down as he orchestrates a
brilliant expose. As in the previous books,
the two of them continue to make a formi-
dable team and the tension, as they race to
save a child who is an autistic savant, and
then to uncover a murderous spy ring, makes
this story taut and exciting,

If this particular volume is as well received
as I think it will be, there should be a few
more Millenium books coming to us soon.
Stay tuned.

Rating: 4.5/5 Stars

THE CLAY HVB COLLECTIVE

-~ )Y 4 WEEK MUG WORKSHOP
S ONE-TIME MUG MAKING CLASS

www.theclayhubcollective.weebly.com

Starting in July

July 8, 6:00-8:30

e

RBCH

Emily Black
Mortgage Specialist
250-715-7692
emily.black@rbc.com

RBC Royal Bank®

Get instant results with
our Rate Loss Program.

Switch to an RBC Homeline Plan® credit line and pay
only prime + 2% vs. prime +1% at your bank.

Join the thousands who have lost
rate and saved thousands of dollars.

Introducing the RBC Rate Loss Program: a fast and easy way to go
from paying 4% (prime + 1%) at your bank to 3.5 % (prime +2%)
by switching to an RBC Homeline Plan® credit line. You could save
as much as $5,000in interest payments' and worry less, sleep more
and feel better. And we’ll even cover your switching costs. So get
with the program — and lose th e rate you’ve been carrying today.

Contact me today to find out more:

Advice you can bank on”

* We will pay the basic title insurance fee (not including migration fee), appraisals/property valuation fee and one discharge/switch out fee at another financial institution (up to $300
maximum). Offer excludes mortgage prepayment charges that you may have to pay. Minimum advance $50,000. ' Savings based on $100,000 secured line of credit with interest being paid
over 10 years comparing a 3.5% annual interest rate to a 4.0% annual interest rate. The interest rate will fluctuate with the Prime rate and is subject to change at any time without notice.

Rate is effective as of September 20,

® / ™ Trademark(s) of Royal Bank of Canada. RBC and Royal Bank are registered trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada.

, 2011.Personal lending products and residential mortgages are provided by Royal Bank of Canada and are subject to its standard lending criteria.

39106 (09/2011)
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Positive Tickets Program

Shirley Walker
SCCP

It is that time of year again in the
South Cowichan area.... The Positive
Tickets program will be starting up July
Ist, 2016...1!!

The reception at the Cobble Hill Fair
in 2015 was a great indicator of the
warm reception by the community for
this program.

The RCMP veteran who started the
program years ago stated the purpose of
the program was to build better relations
with the community and reinforce good
safety habits in young children. The
overall response shows that it is defi-
nitely working.

Tickets will be given for all sorts of
positive behaviour such as wearing a hel-

met while biking or skateboarding, using Positive Tickets will be issued to youth
crosswalks, walking on the correct side in the three communities starting at the
of the road, being visible when walking  end of June. Youth will then trade in his/
at night, skateboarding in designated her ticket at the Community Policing
areas, picking up garbage, speaking Office in Mill Bay and be able to choose
respectfully etc. a reward from a variety of items donated

The Positive Tickets program is now by local merchants.

in the fourth year after having being From the tickets brought into the office,
mitiated by Cst. Mike Furlong. The six names will be drawn for larger prizes
program has been a success due to the which will be presented on stage at the

significant support from the Shawnigan Cobble Hill Fair on August 27.
Lake RCMP, local merchants who have
donated numerous prizes and Block
Watch Captains who helped distribute
tickets last year.

If you aren’t approached by our vol-
unteers but would like to participate by
donating some prizes — you can call our

SCCPO at 250-929-7222 or drop off

Community Policing Volunteers at your donations at the office in the Mill
the SCCPO will be approaching mer- Bay Mall. By expanding the number of
chants in the next two weeks looking for ~ groups “catching” our youth doing great
donations that we can pass along to the things, I anticipate it will be an even
youngsters who are awarded tickets. more rewarding program indeed!

Branch #134

About Boomer’s Legacy

helping themselves in the process.

this cause.
Virginia Bauder
Secretary

Malahat Legion

Malahat Legion

1625 Shawnigan-Mill Bay Road, Shawnigan Lake

Boomer’s Legacy was created after a suicide bomber killed
Corporal Andrew “Boomer” Eykelenboom, a Canadian
Forces medic in August 11, 2006. Andrew was commit-
ted to saving lives. His death was the catalyst to create this
Foundation that helps our men and women in uniform
make a positive difference in the lives of others, therefore

To fundraise, there is a motorcycle biker ride around the
local area and then a BBQ) at the Legion. Funds raised
are for the Vancouver Island Cirisis Society. The Malahat
Legion presented a cheque in the amount of 250.00 to

Denise Holloway (right) Virginia Bauder (Centre) presenting

a cheque for $4500 to the staff of Broadmead Village for the
upgrade of three rooms for veterans. This money is from those
funds raised by last years Malahat Legion poppy fund drive of
which Denise was the chairperson. There is also an addendum
to this. Somewhere in the greater Victoria area there is a bene-
factor who is matching all gifts to Broadmead which means our
dollar value was increased to $9000.

T lis 1s only possible by the generosity of folks stepping up and generously

guing to the poppy campaign

Shawnigan

MONTESSORI PRESCHOOL CHILDCARE

We have expanded our school!

Preschool & Child care Part time & Full Day Programs

We offer Montessori classes for children 30 months to 6
years of age, including kindergarten. Full and part time
programs available. Our experienced staff, using an
enriched Montessori curriculum, will provide the best

preschool education for your child.

www.shawniganlakemontessori.com

SHAWNIGAN LAKE
VOLUNTEER

FIRE DEPARTMENT

PO Box 201, Shawnigan
Lake, BC VOR 2W0
Phone: (250)743-2096

Fax: (250)743-2096
Non-emergency Phone:
(250)812-8030 %
Email:
shawniganfire@shaw.ca

Department Members
Attended 28 Incidents in
June

*  Thursday, Jun 2 — Burning
Complaint on Damascus

Rd

*  Thursday, Jun 2 — Burning
Complaint on Colman Rd

*  Saturday, Jun 4 — Propane
Leak on Northgate Rd

*  Saturday, Jun 4 - 1st
Responder off Shawnigan

Lake Rd

K Saturday, Jun 4 - st
Responder off W
Shawnigan Lake Rd

*  Saturday, Jun 4 — Burning
Complaint on Colman Rd

*  Sunday, Jun 5 — Burning
Complaint on Railway
below SLCCentre

*  Tuesday, Jun 7 - Ist
Responder off W
Shawnigan Lake Rd

*  Iriday, Jun 10 — MVI
Mutual Aid with Mill Bay
on the TCH

*  Friday, Jun 10— MVI on
Cameron-Taggart Rd

K Iriday, Jun 10 — Chimney
Fire on MacFarlane Cresc

*  Tuesday, Jun 14 —MVI on
Shawnigan-Mill Bay Rd

*  Thursday, Jun 16 — MVI
on Shawnigan Lake Rd

K Sunday, Jun 19 — Burning
Complaint on Peterbrooke

Rd

*  Monday, Jun 20 - Lst
Responder off Heald Rd

*  Tuesday, Jun 21 - Ist
Responder off Shawnigan

Lake Rd

K Saturday, Jun 25 - st
Responder off Shawnigan
Lake Rd

*  Saturday, Jun 25 - Ist
Responder off Shawnigan

Lake Rd

*  Sunday, Jun 26 — Alarms
Activated on Strathcona
Heights Rd

*  Sunday, Jun 26 — Burning
Complaint on Baron Rd

*  Sunday, Jun 26 - Ist
Responder off Shawnigan
Lake Rd

*  Monday, Jun 27 - Ist
Responder off Thain Rd

*  Monday, Jun 27 — Bush
Fire Mutual Aid with Mill
Bay on Trowsse Rd

*  Monday, Jun 27 - Lst
Responder off Gregory Rd

*  Tuesday, Jun 28 — Burning
Complaint on Fernridge
Dr

*  Tuesday, Jun 28 — MVI on
Shawnigan Lake Rd

K Wednesday, Jun 29 —
Burning Complaint on
Baden-Powell Rd

[OISHAWNIGAN FOCUS
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COMMUNITY GROUPS U ﬂfﬁ By .

* Area B Director’s meetings with Sonia Furstenau 743-3355
Office hours by appointment. Email sfurstenau@cvrd.bc.ca For meeting updates
check www.soniafurstenau.ca

* Shawnigan Advisory Planning Commission (APC)
Meetings held in Watershed office: Unit 4-1760 Shawnigan Mill Bay Rd Contact:
grtreloar@shaw.ca

* Shawnigan Parks and Recreation Commission
Meetings are held bi-montlhly on the third Thursday of the month. 7pm at the

Shawnigan Lake Community Centre. Next meeting is in September. 4 ’ s )
* Shawnigan Lake Community Centre Commission %dw < fore
Shawnigan Lake Community Centre Family owned since 1956
* Shawnigan Improvement District ) Your one-stop convenience store.
2nd Monday of each month 7 pm at #1 Fire Hall We have everything:
* Shawnigan Residents Association (SRA) Subs & Hot-Dogs—Slush—Instore Bakery—Lottery—Giftware
For info: check www.thesra.ca Greeting Cards—Balloons—Fax & Photocopy—Dry Cleaning
* Sha 'gan Lake Business Association (SLBA) Rug Doctor—Hunting Licenses—Fishing Tackle
Contact: info@slba.ca for information 1855 Renfrew Road
. . o e Ph: 250-743-2144 Fax: 250-743-7883
* Shawnigan Lake Community Association \ J

Contact: bburr@shaw.ca

* Shawnigan Basin Society 24 Hour
1(\]/[eetingslheﬁ ig@ Whatershed office: Unit 4-17760 Shawnigan Mill Bay Road. FREE Dangerous Tree Removal
tact: A i * . . .
ontact: luvlife@shaw.ca Estimates Falling * Topping * Limbing
* Young Seniors Action Group (YSAGS) Fully Insured 60’ Bucket Truck
Contact: www.ysag.ca email: ysagssl@gmail.com We Buy Timber
* Shawnigan Lake Museum W
Open Thurs-Sun 10:30-4. www.shawniganlakemuseum.com Cﬂm ETQTI()N TREE SERVICE
Contact: shawniganlakemuseum@shaw.ca BUD BEAM
* South Cowichan Com 11unity Policing 250'743'2341 CELL 250'744'6898

Contact: 250-929-7222 - www.southcowichancommunitypolicing.ca

NP

P [ What e 12 Where [s (12 | | STarnigarn Cemetery

[rme. : 5o EST 1965 R
CHILDCARE W hy [S IT? o & 28 F "A Community Resting Place"
. C =

BUSY BEE DAYCARE )
Licensed multi-age facility Information 250 929 6100

Fully fenced playground

Rural acreage

Subsidy accepted

Close to Shawnigan Village

Contact for availability (drop ins)
250-743-5031

busybeedaycare@shaw.ca

FOR SALE MISC

FIREWOOD
Recently completed fuel reduction
on one of the Shawnigan ILake
Islands. Have fitewood for sale.

Delivered by boat to your dock or
shoreline. Call 250-891-7031

Shawnigan Focus Classifieds is
your classifieds of choice. Your
message delivered to every address
in the Shawnigan Lake area.
$10 for the first 30 words
25¢ per additional word
Email : ads@shawniganfocus.ca

Maintained by
MALAHAT LIONS

Recycling in South Cowichan,

it just makes cents!
o + ‘Islang
) return

More than a Bottle Depot

Telephone : 250-743-2197 S h & Co P Mai
ara O rroperty Maintenance
EMPLOYMENT FREE Estimates Seniors Discount
Carpentry, Eavestrough Cleaning,
AUTOMOTIVE Edible Gardens, Gardening, Hauling,
Lawn Care Packages, Landscaping & Design,
RENTALS ’ " . ‘ Moss-Removal, Painting, Powerwashing,
Rubbish Removal, Small Moving Jobs
HOME SERVICES One lucky respondent with the correct RECYCLING ~ ===
GENERAL INTEREST answer will be randomly selected to win two Sarah Davidge 250 732-3591

Specialty Coffees at Shawnigan House.
ANNOUNCEMENTS Reply to: editori@wshawniganfocus.ca

WANTED

Nathan Pay 250 466- 052I

RS

r—_—

BIRTHDAY
ANNIVERQARY OR
| " g0eT WaNT 10
ANVOUNCE
QOMETHLING NICE?

No Winner for June... HEALTHY BEGINNINGS @
Shawnigan Lake Community Centre
The photo for JUNE showed a close-up § by Cent

Healthy Beginnings is a friendly, relaxed group for moms and dads with

H H babies and toddlers from birth to 3 years of age. There is no registration
Of fhe {ace O‘F fhe ieonic gfag ScUlpfure af required, just drop-in to visit and share a cup of coffee or a snack. We will
be discussing a wide range of topics. Gathering every Thursday morning
except the weeks with a statutory holiday.

Shawnigan Lake School. The school mag-
QA(—?X[AEEHEE% %E'\[OTC%% GOf is represented by fhlg Splendid Sfafue Toddler Group starts at 9:30 AM | Infant Group starts at 11:00 AM
I DISTRIBUTION

3000+

INFORMATION : Rhoda - 250 709 3050
EMAIL : rhoda.taylor@viha.ca
FACEBOOK : Healthy Beginnings Cowichan

near the entrance.
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Mador 4
STORE & PATIO

1956 — 2016 60'" ANNIVERSARY

. « « SUMMERTIME EVENT

CONTINUES o 06 O

Mason's,
from the
beginning and
for 60 years,
serving the
Shawnigan Lake
community!

Photo courtesy of Shawnigan Lake Museum

The Middle Years

Midge's parents,
Eileen & Pat Mason,
opened the store in 1956.

Jim Carey (Proprietor), with parem‘s Midge & Norm Carey.

Mason's Store & Patio - TODAY

CHECK OUT OUR ENTER TO WIN!
Summer Long Draws & Prizes
Sales & 5pecia|s! All Summer - July thru August

2 [SHAWNIGAN FOCUS



