Volume Twelve
Issue Twelve

Sﬁawnigan

Focus ...

A Non-?rofit Community Publication

SHAWNIGAN LAKE FLOODS:
PAST, PRESENT & FUTURE

Dave Hutchinson
Sﬁawnigan Focus

The “Atmospheric River” of mid November
caused the third greatest flood of Shawnigan
Lake since accounts have been kept. No actual
measures are available for the 1909 event but it
is anecdotally reported to be the highest. Proper
data exists for subsequent floods.

Shawnigan Lake Historical Floods

Year Date Level in metres Level in metres Rank
(CGVD-1928) (CGVD-2013)
1909 Nov ? ? 1
1935 Jan 25 118.90 119.10 2
2021 Nov 16 118.35 118.55 3
1972 Dec 25 118.20 118.40 4
2007 Dec 5 118.20 118.40 4
1979 Dec 18 118.10 118.30 5
2020 Feb1 117.90 118.10 6

Confounding comparison between events is the
recent change to a new elevation reference sys-
tem. The CGVD28 vertical datum, was formally
in use from 1935 to 2015. In 2013, the Canadian
Geodetic Survey introduced CGVD2013, a more
accurate reference, enabling compatibility with the
Global Navigation Satellite System. To compare
flood elevation levels there needs to be a conver-
sion between CGVD28 and CGVD2013 which

varies, depending on location.

115.4m (CGVD28). Compared with our recent
flood at 118.35m this is a difference of 2.95m
(almost 10ft).

During the last event the weather station at
Discovery School recorded over 100mm of rain in
a 24-hour period between November 14 and 15.
Over four inches, this is close to an all-time record!
In terms of actual damage though Shawnigan was
relatively spared compared to the devastation in
other parts of the Province. The lake level as-
sociated with major floods over the last 50 years
has stayed well below 119m. The lower levels of
many lakefront properties get flooded but cata-
strophic damage is minimal. Another metre or
two could change that though.

Until 1964 there was no mechanism for con-
trolling the lake level. That year Mill Bay Water
Works built a rudimentary dam on Shawnigan
Creek about 450m downstream of the lake with
the intention to store water which would be re-
leased gradually in the summer months. This was
to facilitate a continuous water supply for their
downstream requirements. The current weir was
completed in 2008. The CVRD oversees its oper-
ation which adheres to a “Rule-Curve” mandated
by the Ministry of Environment. Again, the intent
is to provide enough storage for downstream flow
requirements during the dry months. Contrary to

Flood of 1935: Renfrew Road near Masons (Photo courtesy of the Shawnigan Lake Museum)

Northwest Hydraulic Consultants (NHC) pro-
duced a 2020 report for the Cowichan Valley
Regional District (CVRD) titled “Shawnigan Lake
Flood Preparedness”. Containing a wealth of
information about the Shawnigan watershed, they
explain that mapping software provided by Natural
Resources Canada was used to convert between
the two vertical datums. For Shawnigan, it ap-
pears that the CGVD28 measures are 20cm below
the CGVD2013 data. One curious thing in their
report is that the 2007 flood event is mentioned
elsewhere but not included in their table of histori-
cal floods.

To get an idea how much the level varies, recent
data shows levels during the dry months as low as

frequent, misinformed opinion on social media,
the weir is not mismanaged. From November to
March the weir is fully lowered and cannot allevi-
ate any flood.

One major threat that could be catastrophic for
Shawnigan Lake properties is a blockage of the
outflow creek during a flood event. Much floating
debris including old docks and logs finds its way
into the outlet. The old log boom, which did a
decent job of preventing this, was removed in 2009
due to liability concerns. The CVRD has installed
a plastic boom which is removed each spring and
re-installed each fall. It is prone to failure and
many objects make their way through. On several
occasions large concrete docks have broken loose

from the Dhillsean strata development on Cullin
Road. If something like that were to end up stuck
on an angle in the creek entrance, the level could
rise rapidly by a metre or two. In 2011 the CVRD
established the “Shawnigan Creek Cleanout and
Drainage Service” which is allocated up to $18,000
per year. Rarely used, it appears ineffective with
problems related to access, property ownership and
riparian concerns.

The NHC report has increased the “Designated 200
Year IFlood Level” significantly. This is the main fac-
tor which determines the “Flood Construction Level”
(minimum elevation to allow buildings) which is now
set at approximately 120m. This is 70cm higher than
the level set by Ministry of Environment in 1979.
Recently, when renewing my homeowner insurance,
I'was informed that “Overland Water Coverage™ had
been discontinued” and was no longer available. I
suspect this may be a result of the new floodplain
mappings contained in the NHC report.

As I write this on November 25, 2021, we have just
begun the first of three new “Atmospheric River”
events forecast for the next week. We used to call
these the “Pineapple Express” as they transport tre-
mendous amounts of water vapour in narrow bands
from tropical areas of the Pacific Ocean to condense
as precipitation over the lands of the Pacific North-
west. Although seasonally expected, they seem to
be increasing in frequency and severity. In re-
sponse, Environment and Climate Change Canada
1s working on a model to rank the predicted impact
of these water events. Similar to wind events a one
to five severity scale is proposed. Resulting dam-
age from the most intense (AR4s and AR5s) will
be measured in the billions of dollars. The mid
November event was retroactively determined to be
an ARS!

No single weather event is proof of climate change.
However, there is no doubt that the planet has been
warming at an alarming rate over the last few de-
cades. There also seems to be general agreement
that a warming atmosphere and warming oceans will
increase the frequency of extreme weather events. In
any case the future will be increasingly challenging,

Note: The NHC report is well worth reading and can
be found at:

hitps://www.cord.ca/DocumentCenter/ View /97804./
Shawnigan-Lake-Flood-Preparedness-Report
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Shawnigan Basin Society | Aikido Doj
Watersheds Canada Dear community,
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;ZE?;@%::;ZEEC{_ Co 2021 Activities Academy Harmony doesn’t mean getting along with people at any
*  “Shawnigan‘s Natural *  Soil Deposit Operations cost just to avoid confrontation. Harmony as used in aikido
We are a few dollars short of Edge” + Rail Trail Monitoring and does not involve compromising at all. Rather, aikido’s har-
our fundraising target for 2021 Discussion Awareness mony brings different, even opposing elements together and
and a few weeks away from the gy  Forest to Foreshore * Koksilah Ancient Forest works as a first step towards reconciliation, towards building
year-end. If every person who Gourmet Dinner/ Silent Reserve Tour a deeper, more productive, and reciprocal relationship.
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$20.21, we will meet our 2021 e W%es Ty Awareness What we ultln'lately try to accomplish is to create a spirit
Al which that. in 2022 and sense of being that is relaxed, confident, present, adapt-
%v(:? \/ia\{lv bg alr)rlle e?:Sdo m)ore o > % BC Rivers Day Walk-A- * Youth quunteer ) able, and resilient. However, the path towards the perfection
otect the Shawnizan Lake Bout @ Shawnigan Creek Recognition Certificate of self and community is full of pitfalls, which is why we
5\7 tershed K hg dt *  Elder Knowledge Share — Awards invite you to help us show the way.
atershed, work hard to con- Medicinal Plants with Della  *  Protect Nature Challenge : .. )
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fight against cimate change. Fleg Market @ Malahat TPCC(I)aH ) in ou 2 112 because we can all learn from each other. If this sounds
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St. John’s Academy
Interact Club

It 1s with good tidings that the members of the St. John’s
Academy Interact Club venture into the coming season of

e . . )
Return to In-Person - Together Again
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 11™

NOON to 3PM

winter. Following a somewhat rough beginning, with multiple
shifts within the executive roles, we have found our footing with
three projects. These initial projects, two of which are charity
drives, remain mostly within the school’s internal community.
However, we are also working on an outreach team to commu-
nicate with other schools and community groups. This group
of students will present the benefits and rewards of having an
Interact Club to schools which do not, as well as communicat-
ing with schools that do, in order to discuss the potential for
collaborative projects between groups.

Christmas in the Village
TREATS * PRIZES MUSIC _

Speaking of such collaborations, St. John’s Academy itself
has seen a growing number of student leaders amongst its
own ranks. The Interact Club cannot speak on behalf of other
groups, but we remain optimistic and opportunistic, already
having supported the House Leadership Team in their Hallow-
een event at the school.

’ 021 Am

CHRISTMAS LIGHT TOUR

Be Part of the TOUR!
Decorate Your Home or Business
REGISTRATION CLOSES December 15™

In celebration of the winter season, the Interact Club will
be selling student-made holiday cards in order to raise money
for in-school projects, and we will also be having clothing and
toy drives (new and used items accepted) to gather supplies for
the Salvation Army. These donation drives are running until
December 6th and will be open to the public, with the drop-off
area at the front desk at the school’s office.

Stay tuned for more community events in the future!

Check our website for more information :
www.shawniganlakecommunityassociation.ca

Sponsored by the SLCA - Shawnigan Lake Community Assoaatlon
All public health rules will be followed - keeping this a SAFE event! ¢

Join Shawnigan Focus
team. Contact shawnigan-

focuseditor @gmail.com

m With the support of the Province of British Columbia
COLUMBIA

-
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Christmas at Shawnigan with E. J. Hughes

Robert Amos,
Artist and Author

E. J. Hughes and his wife
Fern faced the winter of 1956
at Shawnigan Lake. “Our
finances are strained,” he
admitted in a letter to his
dealer, Max Stern. But then
the Winnipeg Art Gallery
purchased his painting Na-
naimo Boat and the Royal
Bank of Canada bought the
rights to use Howe Sound as
a print. “Around Christmas
this unexpected amount is
maore welcome than ever,”
Hughes wrote, signing off
with some relief.

Hughes and his wife, Fern,
were careful with their money,
and their needs were few. In
the beginning, Fern cooked
Christmas dinner, but later
she was disabled by muscu-
lar dystrophy. Yet the two
of them enjoyed the season
nevertheless. “For Christmas,”
Pat Salmon recalled, “they
got a new jigsaw puzzle, some
Roger’s Chocolates and a box
of Japanese oranges. They’d
sit there all afternoon, one on
cach side of the jigsaw puzzle,
and that was a wonderful
Christmas for them.” Since
then, Cobble Hill Puzzles has
produced two Hughes paint-
ings as jigsaw puzzles.

In 1962 Max Stern asked
if Hughes could do a winter

scene for a Hallmark Christ-
mas card. The artist replied:

“I have searched through
all my old wartime Petawawa
photos of my sketches and
through any of my old work
that depicts snow but have
found nothing suitable. Snow
scenes are not typical of the

Tools @ Work

ShawniganGaragePromos@shaw.ca

November winner Roswynne Cuthbert

Name tool in photo and
what it is used for!

Send your answer to

Correct answers will be
entered in a draw to win!

SHAWNIGAN GARAGE
250-743-2122

( AT THE 4-WAY STOP IN SHAWNIGAN VILLAGE )

who identified the tool correctly as -

'Robertson screwdriver, used on screws
with the wee square slot, doesn’t slip or

strip screws, also it’s a Canadian invention’

The correct Tools are important to the maintenance of your car or boat.

-

Monday - Friday

N

... wish our
Shawnigan Lake friends
and customersa...

OPEN EVERYDAY
6:30 AM - 11:00 PM

Saturday & Sunday 8:00 AM - 11:00 Pm
HOLIDAY HOURS
Christmas Eve 8:00 AM-9:00 PM
Christmas Day CLOSED
Boxing Day 9:00 AM - 9:00 PM
New Year’s Eve 8:00 AM -9:00 PM
New Year’s Day 10:00 AM - 8:00 PM

J
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Coast here, as the snow is
usually turned to wet slush
in a day or two.” Hughes
went on: “Usually I avoid
winter scenes. I am doubt-
ful if T could do one and still
be me.”

After his wife’s death in
1974, Hughes lived alone

but at Christmas he enjoyed
socializing with the Salmon
family at Shawnigan. Pat
Salmon told me that

“Hughes would bring a
bottle of rum for my husband
Martin, books for me, choco-
lates for the kids. He’d usually
have a new car. One time he

wondered if he could make his
car door open from inside the
house. So, the kids went outside
to watch and he’d get it clicking
every time. So he was just as
happy as a lark.”

Later in the day “we’d be
left playing one of the games
the kids got for Christmas,”
Salmon continued. “I remem-
ber Battleship, where you sink
the other guy’s battleship. Of
course [ was right in there,
trying to sink his battleship.
But Hughes was too polite to
try to sink mine, and he’d look
so sad every time he sunk one
of my ships.”

With a moment’s reflec-
tion she thought of another
thing. “After about ten years
of Christmas visits, it snowed
one time and on his way
to our house Hughes spun
around in his Jaguar. It was
on the Shawnigan - Mill Bay
Road, right in the the village of
Cobble Hill. Hughes was so up-
set that after that he never came
for Christmas again.”

-Drawing given to the Shawni-
gan Lake Museum in 2007 by
Pat Salmon. “It is of Fern making
Christmas dinnes;” she sad. “It 1s too

bad that Ed never made a painting
qf l.t. 2»

-Drawing of the tp of snowy pine
tree by Hughes while a War Artist at
Camp Petawawa i 1941 (see pg )

The Shop Around

the Corner

Suelle Stewart,
Board Member
Shawnigan Lake
Historical Society

If you are looking for unique
gifts this holiday season look
no further than the gift shop
at the Shawnigan Lake Muse-
um. The museum’s gift shop,
open since 2003, features ap-
proximately 300 items sourced
from around the Cowichan
Valley and British Columbia.

For the art lover, we have
prints and reproductions by
local artists including E.J.
Hughes and Justin Nakatsu-
ka, and three original pieces
by Judy McNish Cadorette.
Our collection reflects the
history and beauty of our
province. We feature other
works of art crafted by local
artisans.

Mindful of our histori-
cal roots, we have books by
local authors for adults and
children. You can delve into
the rail history on the island

or learn more about island
communities. For the kids,
you can find stories and
colouring books telling our
rich, First Nations history.
Our selection is in keeping
with our mission to educate.

You will find more than
just art and books. We have
a variety of clothing for kids
and adults, educational toys,
puzzles, jewelry, calendars
and planners, and note
cards, just to name a few.
We also feature a variety of
items created by First Na-
tions artisans.

The Shawnigan Lake
Museum invites you to visit
in-person; call or check our
website shawniganlakemuse-
um.com for our hours of op-
eration. You can order from
our online shop and arrange
for a curbside pickup. All
proceeds go to support the
museum’s continued mission
to connect us with our past,
present, and future.
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Let’s talk about real

vaccine oppression...

Jared Qwustenuxun Wil-
liams,
Elder’s Cﬁegf and Writer

By the time the original set-
tlers of British Columbia
arrived in Victoria, they had
access to early vaccine tech-
nology. They themselves,
would have probably been
“varioloated”, a primitive
form of vaccination, against
smallpox. But when one man
on a boat from San Francisco
accidentally brought smallpox
to Victoria in 1862, no one
thought to share the technol-
ogy with the first nations.

There were a few waves of
smallpox that ran through
the first nations communi-
ties of Vancouver Island and
the mainland. Most of which
took place after the entire
US Army was varioloated, in
1775.

But what I want to highlight
is this...in those waves of
smallpox, 90% of hwulmuhw
people died. That’s nine out
of every ten people, dead
within a generation, 1820-
1868. Smallpox isn’t a quiet
disease - it spreads quickly
with an RO of 4, and people

get covered in incredibly
painful sores. Hwunitum his-
tory is full of stories where
settlers knew about the
disease, some even praised it
as God’s hand clearing the
land for them. It’s all quite
brutal really.

But there is one more story
that I hear from knowledge
keepers all over the coast. At
the start of the 1862 epidem-
ic a ship full of first nations
people that were sick with
smallpox was brought up the
coast. They would deliver a
random sick first nations per-
son to many different villages
on their way up the coast.
Many tribes have stories of
sick first nations people, who
spoke strange languages,
being dropped off by white
men 1n their boats. I've heard
these stories from many dif-
ferent tribes, and it explains
better how the disease spread
throughout the province so
much quicker in 1862.

So, maybe, when you look
at smallpox and consider that
people were rubbing scabs
from smallpox patients into
their own wounds to prevent
a disease, you might think

that a jab is a bit easier.
Even if you don’t, at least
you’ll realize what hwul-
muhw people mean when
they say British Columbia is
on stolen lands and that we
faced direct genocide.

In my eyes, the denial of a
vaccine that could save mil-
lions of lives, is oppression.
Whereas, giving one out freely
1s not.

“One or two Indians die nearly
every day; but what is an Indian’s
life worth? Not so much as a pet
dog’s, to judge from the cruel
apathy and stolid indifference
with which they were allowed to
rot under the very eyes—not to
mention the olfactories—of those
whose sacred duty it was to have
comforted them in their hour of
musery and wretchfulness. This
indifference did not escape the
observation of the public and
will be long remembered. The
northerners, as tribes, are now
nearly exterminated.” - “The
Small Pox,” Colonist, 7 July
1862, p. 3.

Hwulmuhw - First Nations
Person

Hwunitum - Non First Na-
tions Person

St. John’s Academy Spotlight

THE SHAWNIGAN LAKE
VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

WIS

THE ANNUAL SANT

WEDNESDAY,

A RUN

DECEMBER 22ND

6PM - 9PM

SANTA VISITS THE BEACH ESTATES STARTING AT CEYLON ROAD, MAKING HIS

WAY TO LINDEN LANE.

ON THE EAST SIDE, SANTA STARTS IN THE VILLAGE, DOWN TO WALLBANK ROAD,
SOUTH TO GALLAND ROAD, THEN NORTH TO THE BURNUM PARK AREA.

AT THE SOUTH END, SANTA WILL START AT SHAWNIGAN STATION THEN OVER TO

THE SALT SHACK IN COUGAR RIDGE.

L
Merry Christmas
From the
Shawnigan Focus
Team

Christmas ’Jmage

6y | ’J-fugﬁes

Visit our website for addtional information:

www.stjohnsacademy.ca/shawniganlake

BINGO!

At St. John’s Academy there are many
ways in which we learn. The grade 6
students played Bingo with their game
leader to practice numbers in the
context of exchanging general

information about themselves and their
family (name, age, nationality, languages

spoken, place of residence).

FACES of St. John’s Academy

We are grateful to the parents that
attended our Families and Community
Enrichment Society (FACES) meeting
this past month. Together, we had
fruitful discussions on how we

can continue to engage with the
community. A suggestion included
decorating our dining hall for the
upcoming holiday period and for our

winter Arts celebration scheduled for the

last week of term.

The FACES meeting is held monthly, and

community members are welcome to
attend. Please reach out to ask when our
next meeting is scheduled.

Matt Jonah
Director of Admissions

SJA grade

6 students using the game of BINGO to learn.

N

HELP ... Together Let’s Slow
Traffic at St. John’s Academy School

It isn't uncommon for those
travelling around the lake to speed
making it unsafe for pedestrians,
cyclists and students crossing the
road.

The students at St. John’s Academy
are asking for your help to slow
down the traffic in front of their
school? They have noticed that cars
are speeding through the 30 km/h
zone at unsafe speeds. The grades

4 and 5 are doing a project that
involves contacting the RCMP and
local government for advice on how
this problem can be solved.

How can you help?

1. Share the link to this petion
with your friends. Go to www.
change.org. In the menu select
search. The name of the petition
is Help St. John's Academy:.

2. Sign the petition. By signing
the petition you are helping
motivate the students to work
on initiatives to slow down
traffic. This will help with
student safety as they cross the

SJA grade 11 science students, as part of the biodiversity unit, used dissection
techniques and the microscope to explore the structures of various mushrooms.

DECEMBER 2021- SHAWNIGAN FOCUS |5

matt.jonah@stjohnsacademy.ca road in front of the school.



ﬂt Shawnigan Focus

MALAHAT
BRANCH 134

We would like to thank
everyone who helped with
our November Poppy Drive.
From the afternoon of poppy
envelope stuffing, to helping
distribute the poppies and to
all the businesses and schools
in the Lower Cowichan Valley
for your support. We would
also thank everyone who at-
tended the ceremony at the
Cobble Hill Cenotaph. All
monies raised from donations
will provide assistance for Vet-
erans and their families.

We had our Veterans

takeout dinner on Thursday
November 25th This was

prepared by the Cobble Hill
Farmers Institute for our
Veterans. Special thanks to
everyone for their help.

Due to Covid-19, and now
the floods, the CMS Food
Bank will need to make up
more Christmas hampers this
year. You can help by bringing
non-perishable items to the
Legion on Saturdays during
our bottle drive until Decem-

ber 18th. They will not be
able to give out toys again this
year, so gift cards or cash do-
nations will enable the families
to buy their own. They can be
placed in our drop box.

JUN'S BEAST
MANN

LTD.

Edward Jun
2 53_;?@8 6-9623

4170 Goldstream Heights Drive
Shawnigan Lake, BC VOR 2W3

EXCAVATING

SERVICES INCLUDE

e TRENCHING & DITCHING
e BACK FILL

e RoAD CONSTRUCTION
e Rock BUILDING
[ ]

[ ]

[ ]

LAND CLEARING
DEMOLITION
LANDSCAPING

Certified Machine Operator
Excavations at an Affordable Rate

Q WMalahat Legion

We are also raising money
to replace items that were
stolen during the break-in on
Remembrance Day. Please
check our website for the
pictures of the two men and
if you recognize them, please
contact the RCMP.

Our meat draws continue
on Saturday afternoons from
3:00 — 5:00 pm. December
11th is our Ham & Turkey
draw. If there is still a limit
on meat, Thrifty gift cards
will be given out. YSAG
will be hosting their Christ-
mas bake sale from 2 to 4
pm. Everyone is welcome

to attend. Covid Rules still
apply.
Upcoming events:

* December 15th — last
day of crib — restarts
January 5th at 1:00 pm

* December 18th — last
Meat draw until the
New Year

* Legion will be closed
December 24, 25th, 31st
and January Ist.

* January 7th — Legion
Re-opens

*  January 8th — First Meat
Draw of the New Year.

Young Seniors
Action Group

Y.S.A.G. Quilters have very busy making 23 quilts for Quilts of
Valour and presented them to Cowichan Valley Veterans. On
November 15th, Lynn Carrol and members of YSAG present-
ed Virginia Bauder with her Quilt.

YSAGS quilting group have presented more lap quilts to Vet-
erans Broadmead Care Lodge. They are now working on local
community charity quilts to donate.

YSAGS Folk Art group has started creating works of art. If
anyone want to view photos of activities they can go to our
blog: http://blog.ysag.ca. On December 11th we will be hold-
ing our Christmas bake sale from 2 to 4:00 pm.

“You are what you think. So just
think big, believe big, act big, work

big, give big, forgive big, Iaugh big,
love big, and live big.’
~Andrew Carnegie

Thank-you to our community for working together and staying safe!

DON'T WAIT! BE PREPARED/!

ICE MELTER SOLD HERE!
Environment & Pet Friendly
Good on Concrete

44lb for $2995

ﬂzz 250-743-2122

( AT THE 4-WAY STOP IN SHAWNIGAN VILLAGE )

Full-Service Co-op Partner
Serving Regular, Premium & Diesel Fuels
Approved BCAA & Government Auto & Marine

Inspection, Repair & Maintenance Facility

BRITISH

M@gl COLUMBIA

PRIVATE & COMMERCIAL
DESIGNATED PROVINCIAL

VEHICLE INSPECTION
FACILITY

FREE 1-yr Warranty & Roadside Assistance Nationwide Forgnggr:aents

SHAWNIGAN LAKE

FIRE DEPARTMENT
PO Box 201, Shawnigan
Lake, BC VOR 2W0
Phone: (250)743-2096
Non-emergency
Phone: (250)812-8030

shawniganfire@shaw.ca

Department members attended
21 incidents to November 25th

K Saturday, Nov 6 - Ist
Responder off Shawnigan
Lake Rd

*  Saturday, Nov 6 - Ist
Responder off Shawnigan
Lake Rd

K Saturday, Nov 6 - Ist
Responder off Sherburn Rd

*  Tuesday, Nov 9 — Alarms
Activated on Wylde Wood Ave

K Tuesday, Nov9 —MVI on
Shawnigan-Mill Bay Rd

K Thursday, Nov 11 - Ist
Responder off Shawnigan
Lake Rd

*  Thursday, Nov 11 - st
Responder off Shawnigan-Mill
Bay Rd

*  Triday, Nov 12 - Ist Responder
off Meadowview Rd

*  Saturday, Nov 13 — Alarms
Activated on W Shawnigan
Lake Rd

K Saturday, Nov 13 — Alarms
Activated on W Shawnigan
Lake Rd

*  Saturday, Nov 13 - Ist
Responder off Shawnigan-Mill
Bay Rd

*  Monday, Nov 15 — Assistance
on Sooke Lake Rd

*  Monday, Nov 15 — Hydro
Lines on Hipwood Rd

*  Monday, Nov 15 - Ist
Responder off Renfrew Rd

K Tuesday, Nov 16 — Alarms
Activated on W Shawnigan
Lake Rd

*  Tuesday, Nov 16 — Alarms
Activated on W Shawnigan
Lake Rd

K Tuesday, Nov 16 - Ist
Responder off Shawnigan-Mill
Bay Rd

*  Wednesday, Nov 17 — Alarms
Activated on W Shawnigan
Lake Rd

*  Wednesday, Nov 17 — Burning
Complaint on Timber Ridge
Rd

*  Wednesday, Nov 17 - Ist
Responder off Renfrew Rd

K Saturday, Nov 20 — Alarms
Activated on Timber Ridge
Rd
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How much
will you need
to retire?
Let’s talk.

Kristy M Landry
Financial Advisor

250-743-1259

Kristy.Landry@edwardjones.com

Valleyview Centre
Cobble Hill, BC

Edward Jones

edwardjones.ca
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$20 COUPON - ONE PER CUSTOMER ~ W \/ALID WITH $100 MINIMUM PURCHASE ~ e 500 COUPON - ONE PER CUSTOMER ™=y
COMMUNITY GROUPS F  eso7as7ess RPN . 2sosHopnow

Direct Distributors
NEW & USED PARTS
FINDING SERVICE

We are your local repair facility that does
Cars, SUV's, 4wD, Diesel, HD, RV,
Marine, Electric, Hybrids and
now your Direct Distributor for
many great companies with a wide
spectrum of parts through networks
across North America.

* Area B Director’s meetings with Sierra Acton
Email sacton@cvrd.be.ca

»

Shawnigan Advisory Planning Commission (APC) Meetings TBA

H3INOLSNI H3d 3NO - NOdNoJ 02$

* Shawnigan Parks and Recreation Commission

W $20 COUPON - ONE PER CUSTOMER
d

; i ; NOW located at 3330 TCH (the | hedge before Mil Bay)
Meetings are held bi-monthly on the third Thursday of the month. By ap;;itieit only 250_748?7%%999{“;95%;0%Oﬁé”;ﬂgﬂ'.00213’ A
* Shawnigan Lake C ommunity Centre Commission Visit & follow @ 250shopnow.com - or - facebook.com/directdistributers
$20 COUPON - ONE PER CUSTOMER  wesmm  VALID WITH $100 MINIMUM PURCHASE ~ s 20 COUPON - ONE PER CUSTOMER e
Meetings TBA. Held at the Shawnigan Lake Community Centre
* Shawnigan Improvement District b 4 s 2
2nd Monday of each month 7 pm at #1 Fire Hall @ W
* Shawnigan Residents Association (SRA) A PART OF SHAWNIGAN LAKE FOR 65 YEARS
For info: check www.thesra.ca YOUR LOCAL STORE
* Shawnigan Lake Community Association (SLCA) Our Famous Instore Bakery — Sandwiches & Subs
Contact: bburr@shaw.ca Lottery — Greeting Cards — Balloons
* Shawnigan Basin Society Fax — Propane Swap — Rug Doctor — Dew Worms
Unit 4-1760 Shawnigan Mill Bay Road. Contact: info@shawniganbasinsociety.org 1855 Renfrew Road
Ph: 250 743 2144 Fax: 250 743 7883
* Young Seniors Action Group (YSAGS) \. J
Contact: blogysag.ca - email: ysagssl@gmail.com e aar
* Shawnigan LakeMuseum ¥ - S | S
Open: 10:30 to 3:30 - Thursday to Sunday (Masks required) i ECYCL\N RN .
Contact: museum@shawniganlakemuseum.com ~ www.shawniganlakemuseum.com N &3/ N X
* South Cowichan Community Policing (SCCP) o 18 '1: oc | 3 | e w5
Contact: 250-929-7222 - www.southcowichancommunitypolicing.ca ' A R =
* Cowichan South Arts Guild O =
contact: hello@cowichansouthartsguild.com / Facebook: cowichansouthartsguildgroup e ‘lslan 2 L
urmit .7 i
* Royal Canadian Legion Malahat District Branch 134 R Mo them et Bepet. 2350 T S '\

Saturday Meat Draw 3:00-5:00pm. Contact: Gloria gsolley@shaw.ca

1350 Fisher Rd. | islandreturnit.com | Tues-Sat 9-4

* South Cowichan Healthcare Aux. every second Tuesday from 1 -2pm. at
Mill Bay Community League Hall. southcowichanhealthcareaux@gmail.com

* Shawnigan Quilters - Wed. 9-2 at Lion’s Hall (former Sylvania School) SHAWNIGAN MILL BAY
AUTO PARTS (1992) LTD.

— 250-743-3355 48 -
Classified Whaf e (1?2 Where South Cowlehan's Autr& Sleigh Parti

ATk oA 3
GENERAL INTEREST | [, (10 Whg (T2 |l <MERRY (3 % Now LOCATED @

WE ARE PEOPLE OF ECO-ACTION GG‘IRIS\FMAS % 1-3740 Trans-Canada Highway

JOiﬂ caring neighbours, friends, (next door to RONA on the same frontage road)
leaders, and Pr0b1€m~solY€rS .tO grow Sharing a building with Accent Screen Printing
VIBRANT ideas for lasting impact!

Find out more at
ShawniganRotaryEcoClub.ca
ShawniganRotaryEcoClub@gmail.com

FOR SALE MISC

SHAWNIGAN FOCUS CLASSIFIED ol - > N B — e 50 EST 1965 R
are your classifieds of choice. £ o Ak Ty VAT : "A Community Resting Place"
Your message delivered to every _ - g Y Ty i : y S“awm'g |
address in the Shawnigan Lake area. i < e oo , Py ; Cerﬁz’?erya ; Information 250 929 6100
$12 for the first 30 words - : v oy e 1
30¢ per additional word = D i : g Maintained by
shawniganfocusads@gmail.com b 2 S ¥y e 7 1 MALAHAT LIONS

Telephone : 250-743-2197

JOB OPPORTUNITIES

VETERINARY SERVICES

RENTALS One lucky respondent with the correct including
answer will be randomly selected to win two Dentistry « X-Ray * Surgery
CHILDCARE Specialty Coffees at Shawnigan House. a ‘ ) V"Iﬁl_lﬂgzssg’ggsiv'&%ci;g‘ses
Reply to: shawniganfocuseditori@gmail.com KINSOL Monday-Friday 8:30-5:30

AUTOMOTIVE VETERINARY 550.929.5888
= . info@kinsolvet.ca
LOST - FOUND Congrats to Michelle Pace! e o ——
November’s answer was the o SRossromDs Centre. S RO
PROPERTY SERVICES buddy bench at Discovery
ANNOUNCEMENTS Elementary School. TT H U
L ’ K E U g O N F A C E B 0 O K PEMBERTON 250-732-5232
Hor. mronaldjones@gmail.com

( FORMERLY SHAWNIGAN VET ) www.kinsolvet.ca
HOM E SERVI CEs CROSSROADS CENTRE. . -
DR. Georgina Lorimer - bvim
WANTED
RONALD-JONES REALTY
- ESTABLISHED 1587~ www.mrjrealty.ca
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Book Review

Marcy Green
Sﬁawnigan Focus

The Apollo Murders by
Chris Hadfield

Published by Random House
Canada. Copyright 2021 by
Chris Hadfield, Inc.

Is there anything Chris
Hadfield can’t do, and do
superbly?

Renowned as a fighter test
pilot, a Canadian astronaut
and the Commander of the
International Space Station,
he is extremely well-qualified
to write a book on space.
And who will ever forget
his touching music video
beamed from the ISS, the
iconic “Space Oddity”? Da-
vid Bowie would have been
proud.

What is so interesting is
that Hadfield has become a
very good mystery writer, as
well. This novel, set during

the Cold War between the
U.S. and Russia, is about the
fictitious Apollo 18, sent to
the moon, racing to intercept
the Russian cosmonauts.

The characters are appeal-
ing, whether heroic or trai-
torous, and the story is a true
thriller, full of bravery and
espionage. The space details,
are, of course, authentic,
although one could argue
that they are described in a
little too much detail at the
beginning of the book.

However, after a few chap-
ters, the reader settles into
the descriptions, experienc-
ing the G-force of take-off,
floating in zero gravity and
enjoying the details of eating
and sleeping in space.

The tensions build and
soon we are experiencing
a fight in space, with an
improbable rescue and an
additional passenger.

The descriptions of the
moon landing are beautiful,
and we recognize that these
are authentic first-person
stories which make them
even more powerful.

There is romance, peace-
brokering and everything
an international adventure
could offer. There is even a
heart-thumping, crazy fight
during the Apollo landing
with the Good Guys manag-
ing to win.

This would make a won-
derful Christmas book for
anyone on your list. In fact,
one copy is going to my
husband and one to my son.
And, yes, I was careful not to
break the spine or eat any-
thing while reading it.

Recommended for the
mystery readers and science
buffs on your list.

Rating: 4.8/5 stars

Some other book recommen-
dations for holiday giving,
bearing in mind the Covid
epidemic and a devastat-

ing flood from which the
province is still recovering.
Hence, I am looking mainly
at escapist reading to soothe
the stressed-out mind.

*  Apples Never Fall by
Liane Moriarty- Another
mesmerizing family
drama from this best-
selling author that is
tull of recognizable
characters, with foibles
and traits that echo
in most families. This
1s also a tense thriller.
Recommended for Book
Club members.

*  The World According
to Dogs-An Owner’s
Manual by Adrian
Raeside. Vancouver
Island’s favourite
cartoonist scores a hit

with this light-hearted
and amusing book.
Recommended for dog
lovers of all ages.

And I'd like to recom-
mend as gifts these final two,
both of which have been
reviewed in this column
before:

* Taste, My Life Through
Food by Stanley Tucci.
Recommended for lovers
of food, travel, wine and
all things Stanley.

* The E. J. Hughes Book
of Boats by Robert
Amos - a stunning
book featuring the boat
paintings of Shawnigan
Lake’s best-known artist.
Recommended for just
about anyone. Available
in the Shawnigan Lake
Museum, along with
other interesting local
books.

Area B Parks Commission

Dan Nugent
On ﬁeﬁagljcqc the Area B
Parks Conimission

Sometimes dreams can
become reality. My dream is
to see a vast multi-use trail
system in the Shawnigan
Lake area. Slowly chipping
away, we have added trails
and new parks to our beauti-
ful community. Dream with
me. See a trail from Mt.
Baldy Park to Old Mill Park

and from there connecting
to Shawnigan Wharf Park
which leads onto the new
trail to Renfrew Rd. and
Mason’s Beach Park.

But don’t stop there... Can
you see a trail to the west out
to Shawnigan Beach Estates,
even connecting to Co-
wichan Valley Trail and the
Kinsol Trestle? Now look to
the east and visualize a trail

heading to Mill Bay.

Now head North. A trail
that goes all the way to
Coobble Hill Mt. Rec. Area.
Wow!

What’s so great about all
these trails? A disability-
friendly trail network pro-
vides us with safe areas for
jogging; a place to ride our
bikes; power walking; tak-
ing children for a walk in
strollers, all in a peaceful,
safe environment. Focusing

our attention on the beauty
that surrounds us instead of
fearing for our safety on nar-
row roadways. Imagine our
trails as a mecca for cyclists
touring the island, stopping
in for food and refreshments
along the way. Economic
benefits certainly come with
eco-tourism.

As I mentioned, we are
slowly building a trail sys-
tem. The most exciting and

integral part of making it
work is the Rail Trail por-
tion from Wharf Park to Old
Mill. This is a great way to
create momentum for a re-
gional trail system! Support
this critical initiative. Make
our community even better
for our future generations

to enjoy. Let’s join together
and show support for this
new portion of the area trail
system. Yes, dreams can
come true!

» Save up to 50% on utility bills

» Designed to conquer Canadian winters
» Ductless & ducted applications

» Whisper quiet operation

» Full capacity heating to -15°C

M ercwny Repnipenatio

% PRODUCTS & SERVICES LTD.

BASED IN SHAWNIGAN LAKE SINCE 2007 - SERVING AND EMPLOYING THE COMMUNITY

At #15102, 700 Shawnigan Lake Road

HEAT PUMP SPECIALISTS

Ready to deal with Climate Change?

Tired of heating your home with expensive fossil fuels like oil, propane or natural gas?

Time to convert to a HEAT PUMP!

QUALIFY FORUP TO

S11,

IN REBATES & GRANTS

£

vv'

Be informed, call us at :

250 748 0170

www.mercuryrefrigeration.ca
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