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AS OUR ANCESTORS DID

Paige Henry
Shawnigan Lake Museum
For over a century, Shawni-
gan Lake has been treasured 
by both long-time residents 
and visitors from all over the 
world. It has been the subject 
of  Indigenous legends and a 
hunting and gathering ground; 
inspiration for many artists; a 
popular vacation destination; 
and the venue for regattas and 
other sporting events. However, 
the lake is now threatened by 
numerous human and environ-
mental factors. The pure, clear 
water we cherish is no longer 
a guarantee, as the Shawnigan 
community knows all too well.

In March of  this year, Ed 
Wiebe and Cliff Evans, environ-
mental advocates and members 
of  the Shawnigan Basin Society, 
kindly took me and my father 
to the site on Stebbings Road 
where South Island Aggregates 

(SIA) dumped one hundred 
thousand tonnes of  contami-
nated soil. It is only thanks to 
the diligence and dedication 
of  the Shawnigan community 
that there wasn’t more. After 
the Ministry of  Environment is-
sued SIA a permit to dump five 
million tonnes of  soil at the site 
in August 2013, the Shawnigan 
community took action to pro-
tect its water. Members of  the 
Basin Society and the Shawni-
gan Research Group regularly 
visited the site to monitor the 
company’s activity, test the 
quality of  water runoff, and give 
tours to hundreds of  concerned 
Shawnigan residents.

In February 2017, after count-
less protests by the commu-
nity, the Ministry revoked the 
permit. Since then, the site has 
been forfeited to the govern-
ment, due to over thirty-eight 
thousand dollars’ worth of  taxes 

owed by SIA. Today, the com-
pany owes more money than 
what the site is worth. In July 
2019, the Ministry approved 
a “Final Closure Plan,” which 
involved covering the soil with a 
second liner and seventy thou-
sand tonnes of  uncontaminated 
material. This process was 
completed in late August 2020, 
after the Ministry extended the 
original closure date of  October 
2019. SIA is required to keep 
monitoring the site with the 
government’s supervision.

While Shawnigan was an-
gered by the decision to leave 
the soil rather than remove it, 
the threat to our water does 
appear to have diminished. Ed 
and Cliff explained that the Ba-
sin Society only tests the water 
quality near the site three times 
a year, compared to the month-
ly tests they took when the soil 
was being deposited. Ed noted 

that the remediation of  the site 
was far more professional than 
SIA’s inadequate and careless 
work in creating the soil dump.

Unfortunately, the SIA dump 
is only one of  many at Shawni-
gan and elsewhere across 
Vancouver Island. The lake has 
been threatened by soil dumps 
(both legal and illegal) for de-
cades. When the soil erodes due 
to heavy rainfall, runoff leaches 
into the lake. The introduced 
materials, such as heavy metals, 
can harm both animals in the 
lake and people who receive 
water from it. The soil may 
also contain nutrients such 
as phosphorus, which allow 
invasive species, notably milfoil, 
to thrive.

A 1923 Cowichan Leader 
article noted that “the demand 
for summer cottages [exceeded] 
the supply” at Shawnigan Lake. 
Today, the numerous soil dumps 

around the lake have residents 
worried about dropping prop-
erty values. 

Thus far, the efforts of  the 
CVRD, including the imple-
mentation of  a soil deposit 
bylaw, have not fully resolved 
the issue. However, a draft of  
an amended version of  the 
bylaw was approved this May. 
It not only imposes fees for soil 
dumping, but also restricts the 
amount that may be dumped 
depending on an area’s zoning. 
For instance, dumps containing 
over one thousand cubic metres 
of  soil will only be permitted in 
commercial and industrial areas.

The state of  the lake today 
reminds us of  the preciousness 
and vulnerability of  our natural 
resources. Let’s hope that, in 
the near future, we’ll return to 
writing about the lake as our 
ancestors did: praising its vitality 
and natural beauty.

Bernie Juurlink
Shawnigan Basin Society
A major concern of  soil deposit 
operations is that nutrient-
laden sediments from such 
sites enter streams that feed 
Shawnigan Lake, promoting 
algal and blue-green algal 
blooms and the growth of  
invasive weeds such as Eur-
asian watermilfoil. In April of  
2019, the CVRD passed a Soil 
Deposit Bylaw that became 
in effect on June 1, 2020. The 
attitude of  the CVRD was that 
no application for a Soil De-
posit Permit could be denied; 
hence, massive amounts of  
fill continued being dumped 
contaminating the watershed 
with nutrients. 

Due to public pressure, on 
May 19, 2021, the CVRD 
considered approval of  amend-
ments to the Soil Deposit Bylaw. 
The major amendment was 
to restrict massive fill deposits 
to sites zoned industrial/com-
mercial. This amendment was 
approved at a recent meeting. 
There are three types of  Soil 
Deposit Permits: Type A - fewer 
than 100 cubic metres being 
deposited per year, Type B - 
between 100 and 1000 cubic 
metres and Type C - more than 
1000 cubic metres. 

A worrisome amendment was 
to give the General Manager 
the authority to issue Type C 
Soil Deposit Permits and to 
remove the ability of  the Board 

to call for public consultation 
on specific Soil Deposit applica-
tions. Fortunately, these amend-
ments were rejected.

 The following problems 
still remain: i) fill sites can 
be immediately adjacent to 
riparian areas; ii) monitoring 
of  waterways and ground-
water is not required, hence, 
there are no protections of  our 
watershed; iii) fill can still be 
dumped onto sites the Ministry 
of  Environment has deemed 
to be contaminated; iv) there 
is no requirement to honour 
covenants placed onto the 
proposed fill sites; and v) there 
is no required boundary zone 
delimiting the fill site from 
neighbouring properties.

Shawnigan Basin Society

Testing the Shawnigan Creek 
water turbidity at West 
Shawnigan Lake Rd

Shawnigan Lake from the head - 1886
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South Cowichan Library
Monica Finn
South Cowichan Library

Library in the Mill Bay Centre is now 
open 10-8 pm each Tuesday and 10-5 pm 
Wednesday through Saturday. Expect a 
return to full hours, Mon-Sat, by the end 
of  the month.

The library is open for browsing. You 
can also use a public computer to print, 
copy, or scan. We’re getting more Ex-
press Reads than ever too, so you may get 
lucky and be able skip the wait. Look for 
Express DVDs as well!

Masks are required when visiting the 
library. If  you can’t or prefer not to enter 
the library, we’re happy to arrange a time 
to hand your requested items to you right 
at the front door.

If  you know someone unable to come 
into the library due to illness or injury, 
please let them know about our monthly 
volunteer Home Delivery service. Get 
books and audiobooks right at your door!

If  you have questions, please call us at 250-743-
5436 or email southcowichan@virl.bc.ca . 

Shawnigan Weather May 2021                        
Stats courtesy of UVic Weather Network ~ Reported by Grant Treloar
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As the school year comes 
to a close, it seems fitting 
to look back on what the 
St. John’s Academy Inter-
act Club has accomplished 
in the last several months. 
This year, we held several 
fundraisers to raise money 
for worthy causes, including 
Toys, Toiletries, and Toques. 
As well, we gathered funds 
for future projects. One of  
the fundraisers was a dona-
tion drive, where we gath-
ered unused items from the 
community and sold them 
on consignment.  
 
The inaugural Interact Fish-

ing Derby also took place this 
May with over 60 partici-
pants! The event was a huge 
success, with nine prizes 
being awarded and much 
fun being had. It was great 
to see families all fishing 
together on the lake during 
the long weekend! 
 
It has been an honour lead-
ing the Interact Club this 
year; it has been a great expe-
rience working with students, 
teachers, and the wider com-
munity to accomplish vari-
ous projects, as well as work 
through issues and come to 
solutions. All in all, these last 
few months have been great 
for Interact, and I’m excited 
for another great year!

St. John’s Academy 
Interact Update
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ALL DETAILS COMING TO OUR WEBSITE . . . with 
CLUES & RULES . . . posted at 

www.shawniganlakecommunityassociation.ca  

1.Gather the Family! 

2.Grab the Camera! 

3.Review the Clues! 

3 easy steps! 

now . . . Enjoy your Community! 

The correct Tools are important to the maintenance of your car or boat. 

Name tool in photo and 
what it is used for! 
Send your answer to 

ShawniganGaragePromos@shaw.ca 
Correct answers will be 

entered in a draw to win! 
May Winner : Ian Hamilton 

who correctly identified the tools as 
‘sockets to tighten or  

loosen locking wheel lug nuts.’ 

SHAWNIGAN GARAGE 

 
( at the 4-way stop in Shawnigan Village ) 

Jared Qwustenuxun Williams 
Elder’s Chef, Writer, & 
Cowichan Tribes Member
After generations of  geno-
cide we, as both indigenous 
and non-indigenous people, 
want to move forward 
together in a good way. I 
feel that it would go a long 
way toward uniting our two 
ways of  life if  there was a 
level of  respect for first na-
tions rights. Most of  these 
rights are self-evident and 
many are cemented in non-
indigenous society. Things 
like names, language, and 
culture are just a given for 
western people…names like 
John and Susan, languages 
like English and French, 
and culture like how all our 
holidays are centred on the 
Christian and Euro pagan 
calendar, are all rights that 
western society is given. But 
now it’s time to ensure that 
we give First Nations people 
these same rights. So, after 
a lot of  thought, I have de-
cided to write some of  these 
rights down and explain a 
little about what I mean. 
Hopefully this can help 
bring our two worlds closer 
together and help re instill 
pride in our first nations 
communities.

1.	 The right to wear our 
traditional name,

If  you are asked to call 
someone by their traditional 
name, I can promise you 
that the person who asked 
will appreciate your effort, 
even if  you get it wrong at 
first. We know it’s hard, we 
know it’s foreign, but it’s 
never going to get any better 
if  we don’t try. We must ac-
knowledge that our colonial 
tongues trip over indigenous 
names. The worst thing we 
can do is say, “No, I can’t 
say that” or “Can I call you 
something else?” We must 
all work together to break 

the stigmas and stereotypes 
around indigenous people 
names

2.	 The right to speak an 
indigenous language,.

When we speak an indig-
enous language, we don’t 
have to translate…if  we do 
it’s a gift to you. Many of  
our friends know exactly 
what we are saying when 
we speak, and some don’t. 
It’s ok to not know what we 
are saying. Get comfortable 
with hearing our words and 
their meaning will come. Be 
proactive and look into the 
language of  the land you are 
on, learn the place names, 
learn basic words. When we 
go to Hawaii we learn their 
language…it should be no 
different at home.

3.	 The right to utilize 
our traditional 
territory,

Crown land is First Na-
tions land. Our aboriginal 
title is not extinguished un-
less we have a treaty. We will 
harvest, hunt, camp, and 
live on this land and we will 
do so unapologetically. The 
Supreme Court has even up-
held this right. This includes 
river, lakes, and oceans. For 
coastal people, this water-

way was our home as much 
if  not more than the villages 
on land. 

4.	 The right to access 
our traditional food,

Many of  our foods are not 
common in the supermarket 
as they are not popular with-
in mainstream western soci-

ety. Things like moose nose, 
live urchin, herring eggs, 
and all the different kinds of  
grease and/or smoked prod-
ucts we utilize. These foods 
connect us with our land 
and our culture. We must 
work to make space in this 
world for these foods. We 
must work together to save 

the ecosystems and habitats 
that grow and sustain these 
foods. Food is the centre of  
culture. So, just because you 
don’t eat it doesn’t mean it’s 
not worth protecting.

5.	 The right to our 
family structure,

If  someone tells you that 
someone is their Sqe’uq/
Shuyulh (Sibling), Shwum-
niqw (Aunt/Uncle), or 
Silu (Grandparent), they 
are. Western families and 
Indigenous families are set up 
differently. Western people have 
siblings and cousins and second 
cousins and third cousins. In 
Salish families, our first cousins 
are our siblings. Our second, 
third, and fourth cousins, are 
more like distant siblings whose 
parents are our Shwumniqw 
(Aunt/Uncle) and whose grand-
parents are our Silu’ (grandpar-
ents). You don’t have to get it…
some of  us barely get it, but you 
do have to accept it.

The 10 Rights of  Reconciliation – Part One

Did you know that The Focus is a non-profit, volunteer run, free paper? Want to know more or get involved? shawniganfocuseditor@gmail.com
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Marcy Green
Shawnigan Focus
The Vanishing Half
By Brit Bennett

Published by Riverhead Books 
-2020

Stories about twins always 
seem to fascinate. The Vignes 
sisters, Stella and Desiree, 
were born in the little town 
of  Mallard, Louisiana, home 
to only light-skinned black 
people by design. At the age 
of  16, they both leave dead-
end jobs to go to the big city 
of  New Orleans. 

Stella finds work in an office 
and is mistakenly taken for a 

white woman. Feeling free to 
create a whole new identity, 
she begins dating one of  the 
men there, eventually mar-
rying him, moving away and 
having a blonde, blue-eyed 
daughter. In other words, she 
is “passing” as white, a secret 
she never shares. 

If  you are of  a certain age, 
you might remember the 
movie, “Imitation of  Life” 
with Lana Turner, based on 
this same scenario of  passing 
as white. 

It didn’t end well for the 
woman in the movie. Stella’s 
decision forever disconnects 
her from her beloved sister, 
her mother and her roots. Her 

secrets keep her separated 
from everyone, including her 
restless, beautiful daughter.

Desiree’s life is very differ-
ent. She marries a very dark 
man and, escaping from his 
brutality, brings her blue-black 
daughter home to her town, 
much to the disdain of  her 
neighbours. The concept of  
colourism within certain black 
and brown communities is 
one that is interesting to con-
sider, and try to understand in 
this book.  Those of  us resting 
comfortably in our white 
privilege might not realize 
that there is, in some places, 
a hierarchy based on colour 
tones, the lighter being 
considered superior. Or, in 
other circles, you might not 
be black enough to be ac-
cepted by the larger group. 
In either case, being seen as 

different is painful.

As the daughters of  the 
twins grow, they coinciden-
tally meet, and the story 
expands to include a rich 
cast of  characters. The men 
in this novel are largely sym-
pathetic, and, while second-
ary to the main characters, 
support the women as they 
navigate their complicated 
family narratives. One sister 
remains forever alienated, 
and one finds love and con-
nection to her family as the 
story builds.

The author writes beauti-
fully of  the south and of  
themes like love, differ-
ences and death. She never 
preaches or lectures, but just 
tells a good story. 

One of  the characters is a 
trans man and so the LG-

BTQ+ community is included 
in the rich diversity of  people 
that we encounter. There are 
several different worlds that 
Bennett writes about with 
authority, and she juggles the 
different scenarios adeptly. 

Identity, race and gender 
are all explored but, ulti-
mately, the author seems to 
say that we are all human 
and flawed, each searching 
for meaning and acceptance 
in our own way. We might 
look different on the outside, 
but we are linked by our 
shared humanity.

Recommended for those 
who like to combine a grip-
ping narrative with stories that 
expand the mind and open us 
to considering and accepting 
differences. 

Rating: 4.9/5 stars

Book Review

EDITORIAL SUBMISSION GUIDELINES: 
Send to shawniganfocuseditor@gmail.com - In word or text format, not pdf.

If you include photos, send as a separate jpg. file
Photos should be high resolution.

MAKE A STATEMENT

730 Goldstream Ave, Victoria, BC - 778-406-0606
www.westshoregoldandsilver.ca

Contact us about Gold and
Silver Bullion, Jewellery,

Gems, Coins or our repair and
appraisal services

Quality Estate Jewellery

Kim Barnard
Shawnigan Rotary EcoClub

It takes a special kind of  person to see the potential in a patch of  dirt that, for all the world to 
see, just looks like a weedy ditch or forgotten boulevard. But what if  we saw a chance to plant 
corridors for pollinators, to cultivate beauty, and to create garden spaces that could be shaped 
with care to enhance our community? A tended space creates a feeling of  well-being and be-
comes a symbol of  hope in the midst of  someone’s difficult day. 

The Shawnigan Rotary EcoClub is actively seeking people who enjoy these types of  hands-on 
outdoor projects! Do you have time to offer, or donations of  plants and materials to repurpose? 
We would love to support your ideas for keeping our shared spaces well-looked after! At our 
club’s heart is that TOGETHER WE CAN make a positive difference in every little act of  cre-
ation and transformation! It’s the art of  growing, with an eye for the ecosystems we are nurtur-
ing. We are do-ers who welcome your involvement - and we are cheering nature on! This sum-
mer we also encourage you to explore our area using the iNaturalist app, to identify and learn 
more about the living things we share our environment with. There’s so much you can do. Stay 
tuned at our website, connect with member stories, and follow us on social media!

Beyond Your Backyard: 
Growing to the Heart 
of  Community

Problems Perceived 
by Shawnigan Lake Residents

Shawnigan Settlement Plan Survey, 1975

					     Yes	 No 	

Too Many Cottages			   170	 218	
Excessive Boat Noise			  307	 122	
Excessive Boat Traffic		  268	 146	
Boats Passing Too Close to Shore	 305	 131	
General Noise Level			   235	 154	

Curious, do we still 
feel the same way?
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• Emergency Services 
     (Fire, Police, Ambulance, 
     Search & Rescue) 
• School District #79 
• Valleyview Centre 
• Island Savings Credit 
     Union 
• Thrifty Foods 

• Government of BC |  
  Government of Canada 
• VIHA - Vancouver Island 

Health Authority 
• Canadian Forces 
• Dragon Boat Canada 
• CVRD 
• Catalyst Mill Crofton 

NEW & USED PARTS 
FINDING SERVICE 

We are your repair facility that does 
Cars, SUV’s, 4WD, Diesel, HD, RV, 

Marine, Electric, Hybrids and 
now your Direct Distributor for 

many great companies with a wide 
spectrum of parts through networks 

across North America. 

250-746-7669 250SHOPNOW 

NOW located at 3330 TCH (the long green hedge before Mill Bay) 
By appointment only. 250-746-7669 | 250shopnow@gmail.com 

Visit & follow @ ddauto.direct - or - facebook.com/directdistributers 

Stop telling yourself you're not qualified, not worthy or not experienced enough. Growth 
happens when you start doing things you're not qualified to do. ~ Stephen Bartlett

Robert Amos
Artist

Artist Edward J. Hughes 
bought a house at Shawni-
gan Lake on May 17, 1951. 
A little later in that summer, 
Gwen Cash wrote about 
him in the Victoria Times: 
“Publicity-shy, relatively un-
known artist Edwin D. Hughes 
[sic] has been the object of  a 
two-day search here by Dr. Max 
Stern of  the Dominion Gal-
lery in Montreal. Doctor Stern 
traced the elusive Mr. Hughes to 
Shawnigan Lake.”

Stern was owner of  
the Dominion Gallery in 
Montreal, and at the time 
Canada’s most prestigious 
art dealer. In July he saw 
two paintings by Hughes at 
Vancouver’s University of  
British Columbia and traced 
the artist to a sequence 
of  Victoria addresses, but 
found that Hughes had left 
town. Enlisting the aid of  
reporter Gwen Cash he 
set out for Hughes’ lat-

est address: Post Box Two, 
Shawnigan Lake. Inquiring 
at the local RCMP Detach-
ment, he was directed to a 
place on the east side of  the 
lake.

The art expert and the 
reporter arrived unan-
nounced. “We drove there on 
a stinking hot forenoon,” Cash 
wrote later, “and found Hughes 
painting in the attic of  a tall old 
brown board and batten house 
built on a ledge behind some 
cottonwood trees overlooking the 
lake… Hughes is a tall slim 
young fellow with intense blue 
eyes, a thin black moustache and 
an air of  great, if  somewhat 
wondering, sincerity.” [Vancou-
ver Sun Magazine, Septem-
ber 22, 1951]

At the time, the reclusive 
artist had really never sold a 
painting, but before the day 
was out Dr. Stern had pur-
chased everything the artist 
had and contracted to buy 
his entire production. This 
continued until the Domin-

ion Gallery closed fifty years 
later. This was an arrange-
ment unique in Canadian 
art history.

Speaking in 1984, Stern 
put it this way: “In 1943 I 

went west in search of  new 
Canadian artists and found 
Emily Carr. In 1951, I went 
west again and found Ed 
Hughes. And since then, I have 
found no other.”

The full details of  this re-
markable day are recorded 
in E. J. Hughes Paints 
Vancouver Island (Touch-
Wood Editions, 2018) by 
Robert Amos. 

E.J. Hughes at   
Shawnigan

The Painter in his Studio (1956-1957). Oil on Canvas 50.8 x 61.0 cm. Collection of the 
Vancouver Art Gallery. Courtesy of the Estate of E. J. Hughes.
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www.shawniganlakemontessori.com
shawniganlakemontessori@shaw.ca

Set up a school 
visit today! 250-743-6279

Dedicated to providing inspired 
Montessori learning programs 
for children 30 months to 6 
years of age.

SHAWNIGAN LAKE 
FIRE DEPARTMENT

PO Box 201, Shawnigan 
Lake, BC V0R 2W0 
Phone: (250)743-2096 

Non-emergency 
Phone: (250)812-8030 

shawniganfire@shaw.ca

Department members at-
tended 13 incidents in May

ÌÌ Sunday, May 2 - 
1st Responder off 
Renfrew Rd	

ÌÌ Sunday, May 2 - 1st 
Responder off Treit 
Rd

ÌÌ Wednesday, May 
5 - 1st Responder off 
Shawnigan Lake Rd

ÌÌ Thursday, May 
6 - Hydro Lines on 
Galland Rd

ÌÌ Friday, May 7 – 
Lake Rescue off 
Recreation Rd

ÌÌ Friday, May 7 - 1st 
Responder off 
Renfrew Rd

ÌÌ Monday, May 10 – 
Car Fire on Duffield 
Rd

ÌÌ Monday, May 10 – 
MVI on Shawnigan-
Mill Bay Rd

ÌÌ Sunday, May 16 - 
1st Responder off 
Renfrew Rd

ÌÌ Friday, May 21 – 
Burning Complaint 
on Wilmot Ave

ÌÌ Saturday, May 22 – 
MVI in the 3200 Blk 
Shawnigan Lake Rd

ÌÌ Tuesday, May 25 
- 1st Responder off 
Campbell Rd

ÌÌ Thursday, May 27 – 
Hazardous Materials 
in the 2600 Blk 
Katy’s Cres

Gloria Solley
Malahat Legion
Facebook: Royal Canadian 
Legion br 134

Web: https://malahatlegion.Ca  

Thanks to the support of  
our community and the vol-
unteers who have worked our 
“no-contact bottle drive” we 
have been able to pay our util-
ity bills over the period of  this 
pandemic.  On Saturday, June 
5th we did a “no-contact” free 
hot dog and pop for the fami-
lies who have supported us.  
The “no-contact” bottle drive 
will continue until at least the 
end of  June from 10:00 am to 
2:00 pm every Saturday.  

The lines in our parking 

lot have been repainted. The 
Malahat Legion Branch 134 
received a grant to up-date 
the bar to industry standards. 
Renovations are underway. 
Stay tuned for our grand re-
opening and further details.

While we may or may not 
be able to open soon, we are 
continuing to support our 
community.

Since our on-line auction for 
the Wounded Warriors was a 
huge success, we decided to 
do one for the YSAG quilting 
group which has just com-
pleted 15 quilts for “Quilts of  
Valour”.  We raised almost 
$1,500.00.  Our next auction 
will be announced shortly and 
will be for blind children.

Unfortunately, we again 
have to cancel some of  our 
regular activities.  Hope to see 
everyone again next year.

The Walter Hall Communi-
ty Fishing Derby usually held 
on the Fathers’ Day Weekend 

July 1st activities including 
Mill Bay Lions and the Mala-
hat Legion Pancake Breakfast.  

Along with our bottle drive 
we will now be collecting do-
nations of  non-perishables for 
the C.M.S. Food Bank.  The 
donations can be placed on 
the bench by our front door. 
Items will be delivered to the 
food bank once they have 
been isolated according to the 
mandate given by the Covid 
19 rules.

The Malahat Legion 

Shawnigan Village - Then and Now
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ÌÌ Area B Director’s meetings with Sierra Acton                                                                                                        
Email sacton@cvrd.bc.ca  

ÌÌ Shawnigan Advisory Planning Commission (APC) Meetings TBA   
ÌÌ Shawnigan Parks and Recreation Commission                                                                 

Meetings are held bi-monthly on the third Thursday of  the month. 
ÌÌ Shawnigan Lake Community Centre Commission                                      . 

Meetings TBA. Held at the Shawnigan Lake Community Centre                                
ÌÌ Shawnigan Improvement District                                                                                        

2nd Monday of  each month 7 pm at #1 Fire Hall
ÌÌ Shawnigan Residents Association (SRA) 					   

For info: check www.thesra.ca                                                                                                   
ÌÌ Shawnigan Lake Community Association   (SLCA)                                                     

Contact: bburr@shaw.ca     
ÌÌ Shawnigan Basin Society                                                                                         

Unit 4-1760 Shawnigan Mill Bay Road.  Contact: info@shawniganbasinsociety.org
ÌÌ Young Seniors Action Group (YSAGS)                                                                      

Contact:  blog.ysag.ca - email: ysagssl@gmail.com
ÌÌ Shawnigan Lake Museum
ÌÌ Open Thursday through Sunday 11:00-3:00 with COVID restrictions                                                                                                 

Contact: shawniganlakemuseum@shaw.ca   www.shawniganlakemuseum.com  
ÌÌ South Cowichan Community Policing  (SCCP)                                                                        

Contact: 250-929-7222 - www.southcowichancommunitypolicing.ca

ÌÌ Royal Canadian Legion Malahat District Branch 134                                                     
Saturday Meat Draw 3:00-5:00pm. Contact: Gloria gsolley@shaw.ca

ÌÌ South Cowichan Healthcare Aux. every second Tuesday from 1 -2pm. at 
Mill Bay Community League Hall. southcowichanhealthcareaux@gmail.com

ÌÌ Shawnigan Quilters - Wed. 9-2 at Lion’s Hall (former Sylvania School) 	

ÌÌ Note: Covid restrictions may affect regular meetings. Check before you go...

COMMUNITY GROUPS

What Is It? Where 
Is It? Why Is IT?

One lucky respondent with the correct 
answer will be randomly selected to win two 

Specialty Coffees at Shawnigan House.  
Reply to: editor@shawniganfocus.ca 

CONGRATULATIONS
Kate Roberts was our 

winner for May!
She correctly identified the 

old derelict boat on a property 
near the Gov Wharf Park.

Cheap Ad 
Rates!!

Contact Kim: 
shawniganfocusads

@gmail.com
1350 Fisher Rd. | islandreturnit.com | Tues-Sat 9-4 

 

Gord Frost : INSTRUCTOR|EXAMINER 
Canadian Firearms Safety Course • CORE Program 

Canadian Restricted Firearms Safety Course 
Want to Buy Your Un-used, Unwanted Guns for Cash 

Estate Appraisals • Live-Fire Exercises on Request 
contact : gord@yarrowgunworks.com   778.676.7253 

  

NOW LOCATED @ 
1-3740 Trans-Canada Highway 

(next door to RONA on the same frontage road) 
Sharing a building with Accent Screen Printing

SHAWNIGAN MILL BAY 
AUTO PARTS (1992) LTD. 

250-743-3355 

Mason’s Store 
A Part of Shawnigan Lake for 65 Years 

YOUR LOCAL STORE 

Our Famous Instore Bakery – Sandwiches & Subs 
Lottery – Greeting Cards – Balloons  

Fax – Propane Swap – Rug Doctor – Dew Worms 
1855 Renfrew Road 

Ph: 250 743 2144  Fax: 250 743 7883 

                                    

EXCITING UPDATE! 
In June, we are relocating as 

KINSOL VETERINARY CLINIC 
at the Crossroads Centre. 

( Koksilah Road @ TCH ) 

Dr. Karena Skelton DVM 
Dr. Janet Sunstrum DVM 

Monday-Friday 8:30-5:30 

SERVICES WILL NOW INCLUDE 
Dentistry • X-Ray • Surgery 
Wellness Exams • Vaccines 

In-House Lab Machines 

WE ARE PEOPLE OF ECO-ACTION 
Join caring neighbours, friends, 

leaders, and problem-solvers to grow 
VIBRANT ideas for lasting impact! 

Find out more at 
ShawniganRotaryEcoClub.ca  

#ThinkOutside 
#RotaryOpensOpportunities 

  

SHAWNIGAN FOCUS CLASSIFIED 
are your classifieds of choice. 

Your message delivered to every 
address in the Shawnigan Lake area. 

$10 for the first 30 words 
25¢ per additional word 

shawniganfocusads@gmail.com 
Telephone : 250-743-2197 
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Summer Heat is Coming! 

Time for a Cool Check-Up! 
Air Conditioners in Your Vehicles? 
We’re Ready to Check & Service! 

Boat Ready to Launch? 
Marine Service & Repair! 

Schedule Your Services Now! 
So you can BEAT the HEAT! 

SHAWNIGAN GARAGE 
 

( at the 4-way stop in Shawnigan Village ) 

FOLLOW us on TWITTER - LIKE us on FACEBOOK 

Oriana Pellizzari-Parker
Director of Media:      
SCCPAS, CCP&ES

Constable Ian Wetzel-
Eden of  the Shawnigan 
Lake RCMP detachment 
will be leaving the island in 
July.  He will be embark-
ing on a new career as a 
team member of  the Inte-
grated Collision Analysis 
and Reconstruction Service, 
(ICARS) in Kelowna, BC.  
ICARS is a branch of  the 
BC Highway Patrol and 
Constable Ian will be inves-
tigating and reconstructing 
collisions which resulted in 
serious injury or death.  

Constable Ian arrived on 
the island thirteen years ago 
and worked in the Duncan 
Detachment, then moving 
over to the Shawnigan Lake 
Detachment. His four chil-
dren were basically raised 
on the island and have 
great memories of  their dad 
coaching their team in his 
uniform and their friends 
thinking that was really cool. 
The family is well rooted in 
the community and mov-

ing on brings with it a lot of  
emotions and sentiments.  
It’s the thought of  leaving 
behind good friends, col-
leagues, and memories that 
play at your heartstrings.  
Constable Ian sees his years 
here as a blessing.  He was 
able to establish a routine, 
enjoy his family, be part of  
the community and, espe-
cially, serve and really get 
involved in projects that 
benefitted the community.  

Through his involvement 
with SCCPAS, Ian helped 
the society to recognize and 
implement programs, and 
create public awareness, that 
has led to a positive under-
standing of  the need for safe 
and healthy communities.  
He not just lectured about 
the importance of  safety on 
the road, in our homes, in 
our neighbourhoods, but 
actually made it happen. 

In 2015, Constable Ian 
participated in the Tour de 
Rock, Cops for Cancer on 
Vancouver Island.  This an-
nual event raises money for 
childhood cancer research 

and support services at the 
Canadian Cancer Society.  
Cops for Cancer have raised 
millions of  dollars to fund 
life-saving research and sup-
port children with cancer 
and their families. 

Leaving the place they 
call home is not easy for 
Constable Ian and family. 
Their community connec-
tion is very strong and leav-
ing friends and colleagues 
behind is very difficult.  
Constable Ian would like to 
thank the SCCPAS direc-
tors, employees, and volun-
teers, whom he interacted 
and worked with on various 
projects.  He has been a 
fixture at our meetings and 
for this we are indebted to 
him for his commitment and 
his desire to best serve and 
protect our communities.  
He will be sorely missed.  
We would like to take this 
opportunity to wish Con-
stable Ian and his family 
the very best in their new 
home.  May Constable Ian 
be enriched with many chal-
lenging and exciting oppor-
tunities in his career. 

Saying goodbye is 
never easy


